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PREFACE. 


Courceous Reader, 


Publiſhed ſeveral YREATISES of 
Hunting, Hawking, Fowling, 
and Fiſhing, but none of SoN G-. 


BIRDS (at leaſt none wholly treating the, a, 
T have here preſented my Countrymen, who 


have a Fancy this Way, with one, collected 


not only from what has been hitherto ſcatter= © 


ingly publiſhed concerning them, but from di- 


ligen Obſervations of my own, and others I 


have convers'd with, who have been curinus 


in the Breeding and Bringing them up, by 30 


or 40 Years Experience :* And as nothing mag- _ 


nifies and ſets forth the Power of our Great 
CREATOR, more than thefe pretty harmleſs 


Animals, woetber wwe reſpebt their Velocity, 


Beauty, and Glorious Colours of their 
Plumes; or their Melodious Songs, ſ they 


bring infinite Delight and Satisfaction t thery + 


Keepers, and do ſweetly recompence their Pains 
and Charge in bringing them up by their plea- 
/ant Harmony: Zou enjoy in your Hoſes or 
Aviaries, all the Melody of the Woods. I 
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S'. John certainly thought it no Crime, if be 
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The PREFACE. 


Tall not pretend to anſwer a common Objec- 


tion, which ſome auſtere Men (pretending to 
more Humanity than the reſt of their Neigh- 
bours) make againſt the Confining of Song- 


Birds in Cages, &c. as thereby abridging 


them of their natural Liberly, but only this, 


had, he would not have confin'd a tame Par- 
tridge to divert himſelf withal; and That as 
Gop ALMIGHTY created all Things for the 
Ule and Pleaſure of Man, ſo he has not de- 
barr'd the innocent Enjoyment of them. And 
J verily believe, that by this Means many of. 
theſe harmleſs pretty Animals are often preſer- 
ved and protetted from the inclement Weather 
and violent hard Seaſons. JI have little to ſay 
of the Book but hope it will recommend 4 
by the many uncommon Obſervations in it, f 


like net being hitherto Publiſb d in all Reſpetts, 
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Adieu. 
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REMARKS 


SONG-BIRDS, &. 


Of the Nightingale. 


Begin with the Nightingale, it being a 

curious fine Bird, and in my Opinion, 
the beſt of Birds; for he fings his Songs with 
fo much Pleaſantneſs, that no Bird cam out- 
do him ; he ſings ſeven or eight Months in 
the Yer, and commonly begins about the 
latter End of October, or the Beginning of 
November, and holds it out all the Winter, | 
and to the latter End of June. I have 
heard him ſing at Twelve a-clock at Night, 
divers Notes. He is a ſtout Bird, and has 
a large Voice. I have heard one ſing for 
half an Hour againſt a Wood-Lark, and I 
thought he would have dropt down off his 
Pearch, by reaſon of his Stoutneſs and F ree- 
nels, rather than be out=done. 

Theſe Birds are never ſeen in the Winter | 

in any known Part of the World, ſo far as 
J can learn from all Travellers I have con- 
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Kai 
vers'd with (except thoſe kept in Cages) 
which occaſions various Opinions where they 
go at that Time, and as I believe-no one 
can give a. true Account of them, I ſhall 
fay nothing about it, but content myſelf 
with the Knowledge J have, that is, This 
Bird may be catch'd about the 25th of 
March, or the Beginning of April, until 
the 10th or 12th, which generally proves 
a Cock, and then About that Time his Hens 
come, which make him very rank, ſo with- 
out a great. deal of Care, you will loſe a 
great many that are catch'd after thar Time, 
You may catch them divers Ways, at ſeve- 
ral Scaſons of the Year ; that is to ſay, you 
may catch Pranchers in Jas, or the Begin- 
ning of Augęuſt, but I think April is. the on- 
| ly Time, for the beſt Birds. There are 
ſeveral Ways uſed in catching .of Birds; 
one Way, by making a Hole in the Ground, 
and ſetting a Board or T 1le over it, ſticking 
two or three Meal- Worms upon the Stick 
that holds up the Board or Tile, and the, 
Bird coming with. Eagerneſs to catch the. 
Worm, falls down in the Hole, and cannot. 
caſily get out again. Another Way: 

catching them, is, by making your Gbr 
vations whereabouts they ſing, and beating; 
the Leaves away as much as you can; then 
take a Bit of a Stick, put the Meal: Wort 
upon a Pin, and tick FER e Hin runs a Lima 

7 {\ Tig. 
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mY 


Twig, then lay it upon the Top of a 


1 


Stick, and when he comes in its Places as 
before, and. ſpies the Meal-Worm, he 
comes greedily to take it from the Lime 
Twig, which holds him faſt that he cannot 
move. But the beſt Way of taking them, 
in my Opinion, is, in a little Trap, call'd 
the Nightingale's Trap. I myſelf have ta- 
ken a dozen in one Day in this Trap: It is 
about the Bigneſs of a round Trencher; I 
have them made with a green Silk Net, a 
Watch Spring and a Wire as round-as the 
Trencher, with the Net faſten'd to it; there 
is a little Cork that comes through, and a 
little String which comes through likewiſe; 


and holds up the Trap, in which ſtick a 


Pin with a Meal- Worm upon it, and-your 
Cork very ſlight in it, and when your Bird 
pulleth the Worm, the Net falleth on the 
Top of it: You muſt go and place your 
Trap as near where the Bird ſings as you 
can; if it is in the Middle of the Hedge, 
or a Place where he uſed to feed, before 
you fix the Trap, turn up the Earth about 
twice the Bigneſs of the Trap, for they 
look for the Food where the Ground 1s new 
turned; vp, and eſpy ing the Worm they 
came preſently to it, and if they come not 
preſently, you may turn up twice or three 
Times more, for they will not forſake the 


aq Place . where they uſe to reſorts You may 
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L 10 ] 
commonly find them by the Side of a 
Chalk and Sandy Hill;-likewiſe in a Wood, 
or a Coppice, or Quick-ſet Hedge. When 
you have taken your Bird, tie his Wings 
together with a Bit of Thread, for they are 
of a wild Nature when they are firſt catch- 
ed, but come preſently tame and pleaſant 


to their Keeper. 


When you have tyed their Wings at the 
End as ſoon as taken, then pluck or cut 
their Feathers from their Vent, otherwiſe 
they will be ſubje& to clog and bake up 
their Vent, which is preſent Death. 

When you go to catch them, take ſome 
of your Sheep's Heart and Egg with you, 
in two or three Hours after taken you muſt 
cram them, open their Bills with a Quill 
or a Stick made for that Purpoſe, let your 
Meat be very moiſt, and take the Bigneſs 
of a great Pea, and they will preſently 
ſwallow; and when you find they ſwallow 
it, you may put three or four according as 
they take them; you muſt give them a- 
bout the ſame Quantity once in an Hour 
and half, or two Hours at fartheſt z when 
you get them Home, put them 1n a Cage, 
a Nightingale Back-Cage, or if an open 


| Cage, throw a Cloth over one Side of the 


Cage; and when you have cram'd them fot 
if. 2 Day and a half, put a ſmall Quantity o 
Meat in their Pan, and flick it fall o 


— 


Ants, 


Fief.- 
Ants, or in a Jelly Glaſs and ſweep ſome 
Ants upon it (which you may fix between 


the lower Pearch and Side of the Cage) 
and they can't eaſily get out, which will 


foon learn them to feed, but be ſure you 
don't truſt them to themſelves too ſoon, 
and put Ants-Mould at the Bottom of the 
Cage; let it be almoſt an Hour before 
you put the Victuals to him, after you 
have cram'd him, and put him to the 
Light, then he will the ſooner take to his 
„Feed, fo you may let him alone for a 
Quarter of an Hour, or near half an Hour 


and then if you find he has eaten the Ants 


out of his Meat, fill it up again; take 


+ | them clean out of the Mould, not to daub - 


1] the Victuals; your beſt 180 will be to 
r take a little of the Ants-Mould, and lay it 
ſs upon a Sheet of white Paper; when you 
y ſtir the Mould a little, the Ants will run 
about the Paper, then you take your Fin- 


as ger or a little Bruſh, and bruſh it off into 


their Victuals. . 
ur As ſoon as you perceive him to feed, 
-n | you need not cram him any more, but ſtill 
continue to ſupply him with Ants for one 
Day longer, or more, if you ſee Occaſion; 
Tou muft ſtill continue to keep his 
Wings tyed, and you'll find if he is a kind. 


\ \ 
* 
. 


ly Bird, he'll fing with you in a Week's - | 
Time. I have heard them fing the ner 


Day. 
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Day after they fed themſelves ;. when you 
find they begin to be; familiar, you may 
hang them where you pleaſe. . 
There are ſeveral Opinions as to the 
Choice of this Bird, ſome are for a Neſt- 
ling, and others for a Brancher, but I am 
for a Bird that 1s catch'd in the Beginning 
of April; I have brought up ſeyeral Neſt- 
lings which ſing very ſtout, but they are 
apt to take any Note they happen to hear; 
as likewiſe will a Brancher; but a Bird 
catch'd in April, will ſing nothing but his 
own natural Song, which, I am perſuaded, 
is the fineſt Harmony that any Bird can 
make. : 


Concerning their FOOD. 7 
Have heard them talk of Feeding them 
ſeveral Ways, one Way is with a Paſte 
that they make in Germany; there is alſo 
another Sort of Food that is made up of 
Paſte and Herbs, and a little Fleſh Meat 
amongſt it, which will keep for near a 
Week; but I know .a Gentleman who had 
ſome of this Paſte, and gave an extraordi- 
nary Price for the Bird, which when he eat 
of, he ſoon after died. x 
My Way of Feeding is with Sheep's 
Heart and Egg, thus: I take my Heart 
and give it them in the Summer-Time; 
raw, chopp'd very fine, and likewiſe boil 
an 


$, 
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1 
an Egg very hard, ſo that I can grate it 
with a Grater which I have for that Pur- 
poſe; I put one large Egg to one Heart, 
and chop it extraordinary fine, and having 
a little Water to ſprinkle it, I mix it toge- 
ther till it is as thick almoſt as a Salve, but 
moiſt withal ; for if it be too dry, it makes 
them vent- bound, and if too 4 they 
cannot digeſt it; you muſt alſo take great 
Care not to leave any String in the Heart, 
for it is apt to get about the Tongue; I 
have had them dye within twenty-four 
Hours, before I underſtood what was the 
Matter; you may know it by their gaping, 
and making a · Motion as if they would vo- 
mit, at which Time, if you perceive it, 
take hold of it, open its Mouth, and draw 
nit away with a Needle, if poſſible; and 
e when you have done, give him a Meal 
of Worm or a Spider. I have ſaved more 
xf Birds by giving them a Spider, than aux 
it Thing again, but I don't give them above 
a two in one Day; this is the only Food that 
dl find to preſerve them. If your Num- 
i- ber be but ſmall, half an Egg and half a 
at Sheep's Heart, or if you have but one, the 
Quantity accordingly. You may take a 
ss Fowl's Heart with about as much Egg as 
tf the: Heart, which will make; Victuals for 
one Bird a whole Day. In the Winter I 
parboil my Heart, and then order it as I do 
. | 3 the 
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the raw, except inſtead of Water I uſe ſoms 
of the Liquor the Heart was boild in, but 
be ſure you don't let any of the Fat go a- 
mongſt it. I give them freſh Victuals eve- 
ry Day, for if it begins to be ſtale, they are 
apt to fling it up, for they don't love it af- 
ter it begins to ſmell. I put them Ants 
Mould in the Bottom of the Cage, which 
I generally ſhift twice a Week ; this is all 
I feed them with, when they are well. They 
are Birds that always dung looſe, and if I 
find their Dung little looſer than ordinary, 
I take a little Hemp-Seed, bruiſed or 
ground extraordinary well, and put about 
the Quantity as will lie upon a Silver 
| Groat, and mix it well with a Sheep's Heart 
- and Egg; you may if you pleaſe give them 
= now and then a Fig, or Bit of fine Loaf 
= Sugar. It might be expected that I ſhould 
deſcribe how to know the Cock from the 
Hen, bur that being difficult, I ſhall only 
8 fay, that the beſt Way is to know them by 
their Vent, in April; or, as by a 4 other 
Birds, by their n. or when you 
hear them ſing. 


How to find the Nightingale 3 Neſt 2 
| take it 


HE builds commonly in a cloſe Quick: 


Where there 13 great Store of Briers, and o- 
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ſet Hedge, at the Comb of the Ditch, 


ther 
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CL 15} | 
ther Materials to keep her from her Ene- 
mies, : | 15. 
She builds a Neſt of a different Kind 
from any other Bird; ſhe has Young-ones 
about the Middle of May fit to take; I 
would not have you take them too young, 
but let them be very well feather'd before 
you take them: I have had them taken too 
young, when they are very ſubject co the 
Cramp and Looſeneſs, which makes their 
Feathers all matted together, and I can ne- 
ver raiſe them. You may let them lie in 
the Neſt till they can fly almoſt as well as 
the Old- one; if they be ſullen, you may o- 
pen their Mouths, as I told you by the Old- 
one, and give them three or four Bits at a 
Time, then tye them cloſe down in a Baſ- 
ket for two or three Days, and feed them once 
in two Hours, then cage them up, and in 
two or three Days they'll take their Victuals 
off the Stick; I have had them feed them- 


ſelves in three Days after they were taken 


out of dhe Neſt : I feed them with nothing 
but Sheep's Heart and Egg, raw, as I di- 
rected you before: While they are young, 


put a little Straw or dry Moſs in the Bot- 


tom of the Cage, but when they come to 
be larger, give them Ants Mould as you do 
the Old- one. I would likewife deſire you 
to learn them to feed of live Food, as Ants, 
Spiders, Flies or Meal Worms; I don't 


give E 


L 16 J 
give them a great deal of live Food, but 
in caſe of Sickneſs it is neceſſary. I have 
raiſed thirty one. Nightingales in one Sum- 
mer, and not loſt one before they moulted; 

J have had ſeveral Fanciers of N ightingales 
come, and would perſuade me they were ei- 
ther Branchers or old Ones, becauſe they 
_ were raiſed ſo clean. This makes me a lit- 
tle curious, becauſe if the Nightingale- is 
not kept clean, he ſeldom or ever comes to 
any Thing; as ſoon as they come to feed 


themſelves well, I put them in a Cage, and ſc 


in two or chree Days put a little Saucer of 
Water, where they will dabble and waſh 


themſelves, and be as clean as any Birds in B 


the Fields. When you have had them in 
fingle Cages two or. three Days Faw will 
hear the Cocks record. 

I I would not be thought to be too tedious 
with this Bird, it being a'Bird that 1 eſteem 


very mach. 
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Tbe Wood-Lark. 


HIS Bird is a very fine, melodious I. 


Bird, having a delightful Variety ſh; 


of Notes, and i is 3 by a great many || * 


Fanciers, to exceed the Nightingale. 
have had them ſing againlt a Nightingale a 


whole Hour, ſtriving to outdo him, ſo that 2 


I have been forced to take him ſrom the 


Fe S 


1 3 
Place where he hung, for fear he ſhould 
kill himſelf with ſtriving againſt the Nigh- 

"Wtiogale. 7k + i | 

This Bird ſings nine Months in the Lear; 

Ihe is a very plentiful Bird about the Begin- 

* Wning of September, or Michaelmas ; he is to 

be taken with Nets called Clap-Nets, ſuch 

as you catch your Linnets or other ſmall 


Birds with, and thoſe Birds that are catch'd 


O Fat this Time of the Year, I reckon to be 
d che beſt, becauſe keeping them all the Win- 
d ter makes them more tame and familiar than 
th Bird catch'd in January or February, and 


h ſholds its Song longer in the Summer; a 
in Bird catch'd in Fanuary, is a very ſtout 
0 Bird, and will ſing in three Days after he 
gs taken, and commonly will ſing ſtouter 
ind louder than a Michaelmas Bird, but not 

us hold his Song ſo long. A Bird that is ta- 
mien in February, at his Layer, when he is 
natched with his Hen, I have heard ſing 

— 8s ſoon as he is taken, all the Way in bring; 
g Home; but by the reaſon. of his Ranks 
eis wilt: preſently fall off his Song, and 

uSFou will have but little more from him all 
eee... „ ole] wore 
ny There is likewiſe another Way of taking 
I our Wood-Larks, that is in June or July; 
e 3 Hhich we call Branchers, which is a young 
"at Bird: chat is bred, and flew that Year, Al 
the out two or three Months old, whick you 
od | „„ 


— -- 
\ 


» OGG OOO CE IRA oo ne oo ern 


| | 


of Ground, or by the Gravel-Pits, get as 
near them as you can; then ſhow your 


[28 ] 
may take with a-Net of about eleven, 
twelve or thirteen Yards long, and about 
three or four Yards broad, with a Line run 
through the Middle of ic. You muſt like- 
wiſe have a Hawk called a Hobby, or a Caſ- 
terel, or a Wind Haver ; there muſt be two, 
one to carry the Hawk, and the other to take 
hold of one End of the Line; and when 
you find a Parcel of Wood-Larks, which 
he commonly in Paſture, or common Sort 


Hawk up upon your Hand, making him 
hover his Wings, which when the LarksF 
perceive, they will lie very cloſe to the 
Ground ; then you take hold at one End © 
the Line, and another at the other End, 
till you come at the Place where they are, 
holding your Hawk up as you go. I hav 
known them lie ſo cloſe for fear of the 
Hawk, that they have been taken up b) 
Hand, without the Net's being over them, 
Thoſe Birds are pretty Birds, and preſent! 
will become tame, but is not in my Mind, 
fo good as a Michaelmas Bird, Which youſp? 
may take at that Time very plenty, witaft 
Clap -· Nets as you do other ſmall Birds, ha- h. 
ving one in a Cage to call them; if you lache 
your Nets in the Cart-Way, or otherwilef < 


Duſt in the Nets, or turn up the Grounds 


and make a Spot which vill caale nee Pu: 
9 : a drop! 
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[19] 
drop, place your Call Bird by the Staff, 
next to the Line; lie upon as high Ground 
is you can, for Wood-Larks fly very high 
hat Time of the Year. 


How to take them in January. 

HEY commonly lye near a Wood- 
Side in Paſture-Ground, where the 
un riſes; you muſt take your Clap- Nets, 
and lay them as you do at Michaelmas; 

ou muſt have a good Call-Bird- and a 
Brace-Bird which ſtands berwixt your Nets: 
hen you perceive the Bird lower which 1s 
a ſinging up, then ſhow your Brace-Bird, 
Thich when he ſees he'll preſently drop to 
t: Thoſe Birds that are taken at this Time 
of the Year, are very nigh as good as any, 
and ſing in three Days Time after they are 
aken, and put in a Cage; bruiſe them 
Hemp- Seed, or grind it very fine, and mix 
t with Bread; put in about half as much 
Hiemp-Seed as Bread at the firſt, then put 
ome red Gravel in the Bottom of the 
1d, FCage, and when you have mix'd your Bread 
ound Hemp-Seed very well, throw ſome of 
ichÞt upon the Gravel, for they will ſooner 
ha⸗Thodſe when they are firſt taken, to feed in 
lay the Bottom of the Cage than in the Trough; 
ve commonly throw them ſome Victuals for 
an wo or three Days, and likewiſe ſome Vic- 
j tÞuals in the Trough ; when you perceive 
"OD. N27 2 | | i them 


— oo — 


T 20 ] 
them feed heartily out of the Trough, thenſſÞn 
there is no Occaſion to put any at the Bot- 
tom; this is my Way of feeding them when 
they are firſt taken; when he is come to his 
Meat, I don't give him ſo much Hemp- Seed 
I give him but a very little, and a little 
Maw-Seed, and boil an Egg very hard; 
either grate it with a Grater, or chop it ve- 
ry fine, but grating is the beſt, and ſo mix 
it amongſt his Bread and Hemp=Seced and 
Maw-Seed ; one Egg will ſerve ſix Wood- 
Larks very well for two Days, I feed them 
every other Day, and if they have then any 
Victuals left, I throw it away, and give 

-them freſh, becauſe it is apt to be ſtale anc 
four, or dry,. and will ſpoil the freſh Meat 
if mixed with it; I give them likewiſe 
fometimes a little Sheep*'s Heart, Muütton, 
Veal or Lamb, or any Sort of Fleſh-Meat, 

boiled or roaſted, ſo it be not ſalt, or too 

| much done. This is the only Food that 1 

feed them with, when they are well. If I 

find them out of Order, I give them ſome 

Meal- Worms, or Hog-L ice, not exceecdin: 5 

above two or three in a Day, becauſe i 5 

you give them too many they will hanketF* 

after them, and neglect their Food, which" 
is not ſo wholefome for them. If I find 
them troubled with the Looſeneſs, - I'grateJ” 
ſome Chalk or Cheeſe in the Bottom off? 
the Cage, or amongtt their Victuals, andre 
. inſtead 
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inſtead of Gravel put Mould full of Ants 


1 


At the Bottom of his Cage, which I take 
co be the beſt Live-Food you can give him. 
lt you think he don't fing ſo free or ſo 
out as you would have him, you may put 
little Bit of Stick-Liquorice, and a Blade 
Pf Saffron in his Water, which I look upon 
„Vill clear his Voice, and make him ſing 
„outer. Wit 


- To know the Cock from the Hen. 

AC OME ſay by the Length of his Heel, 
ny O and alſo by the Largeneſs of his Wing; 
veſt ikewiſe by his ſetting up the Crown upon 
is Head,; others ſay, that if he double his 


all two or three Times, he is certainly a 


12 ock, but I find all thoſe Things ground- 
„ eſs, for I have choſen a Parcel of Wood- 
ut Larks, and have not been miſtaken in one. 


My Way of chuſing them is, by the Length 
ws of the Bird; the longeſt Bird is a Cock, 
f oY hat I always chuſe is for the biggeſt and 
ö melongeſt Bird, I always find them prove to 
linde Cocks; however, when you have taken 
e them, put them in a ſingle Cage, and if 
keithey be good Birds, they will ſing in two 
er three Weeks Lime. 
ndl. This is the beſt Bird that is kept in a 
ward ces excepting a Nightingale; he has 
4 off "cha curious, fine, melodious Song, that 
ande 11 take from no other Bird but himſelf, 
e except 
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except it be one brought up from the Net, 
which I have known to be brought up to 
the Pipe. | 1 

This is a hot-mettled Bird, and breeds 
very ſoon in the Year; I have had them 
fly by the 25th of March; If you have a 
mind to bring them up, you may feed 
them with Nightingale's Victuals, putting 


in a ſmall Matter of Hemp-Seed bruiſed. 


or ground, or a little Sweet-Almond, and 
mix amongſt it; let them be very well 


feather d before you take them, or elſe you 


will find it very difficult to bring them up, 
When you take them, tie them down in a 
Basket, and give them four, five or ſix Bits 
at a Time, once in two Hours, according 
as their Stomach will bear it; they are 
very much ſubje& to the Cramp, and very 
hard to moult, but if you will raiſe them, 
give them good Store of Nightingale's 
Food, or any other Fleſh-Meat. I find 
that is the beſt Food to make them moult. 
In my Opinion, it is not worth while to 
bring them up from the Neſt, unleſs they 
be brought up to the Pipe, their own Song 
being ſo very good, and exceeding all o- 
ther Sorts of Birds ſo much. I have known 
thoſe ſo tame that were taken at Mic bael- 
mas Time, that would eat Victuals out of 
a Man's Fingers, and play with them as 
if he was brought up from the Neſt. 


A pleas 


— 
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A pleaſant Story of the Wood-Lark and 
Nightingale. 5 

J ſelf and a Gentleman going to 
catch Nightingales near Shooters- 

Hill, hard by a Coppice or Wood-Side, 
heard a Nightingale ſing ſo ſweerly, as to 
my thinking, I never heard the like in all 
my Life, although I have heard many in 
my Time, for the Place being in a Valley, 


and the Coppice on the Side of it, made 


all the Notes of the Nightingale ſeem dou» 
ble with the Eccho; we had not ſtaid there 
long, but comes a Wood-Lark, and lights 
upon the Twig of an Oak, and there they 
ſang, each ſtriving to outvy the other; in 
a ſhort ſpace more, about an hundred Pa- 
ces off, lights another Wood-Lark, diſtant 
from the firſt; and under him, as near as 
we could judge, was another Nightingale; 
theſe four Birds ſang with ſo melodious 
Harmony, warbling out their pleaſant 
Notes for above a whole Hour. that never 
any Muſick came in Compariſon with it, 
to the pleaſing of our Ears; as ſoon as the 


"| Wood: Larks were gone, the Nightingales, 


we ſuppoſed, went a little to refreſh Na- 
ture, having played their Parts ſo well, 
that every Bird in the higheſt Degree ſtrove 
for Maſtery, My Friend and I having 
„ ſtood 


„„ 
ſtood a full Hour to hear theſe Songſters i 
charming our Ears, at our going, I perſua- 
ded him to ſing a merry FS: under the 
Wood-Side ; which he had no ſooner be- 
gan, but one of the Nightingales came and 
bore his Part, and in a Minute's Time 
came the other to bear his Part, ſtill keep. 
ing of their Stations, and my Friend and 
I ſtanding between them (for it is obſerved 
By all that know the Nature of the Nigh- 
tingale, that he will ſuffer no Competitor, 
if he be able to maſter him, if not, he 
will ſometimes rather die than give place) 
and ſo he ſang three or four merry Songs, 
and the Birds ſinging with him all the 
Time; and as he raiſed his Notes, ſo did 
they, that he did proteſt, that he never en- 
joyed more Pleaſure in ſo ſhort a Time in 
all his Life; for the Coppice or Wood be-. 
ing upon the Side of a Hill, and a Valley 
in the Bottom, ſo doubled all their Notes, 
with ſuch a ſweet and-pleaſant Eccho, that 
Jam confident none could think the Time 
long in the hearing of ſo ſweet, ligne 
2 a pleaſant W ; 
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Abe Skie-Lark. | 5:3; 
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E is a very ſtout. Bird, very 1viſhſ 
in his Song, and ſings eight or nine 


Months in the Year; he is a very Bin lc 
ir 
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zird, if he can be kept from hearing other 

zirds, but if he hears other Birds, he is a 
erfett Mock-Bird, and will take what he 


e-Wears, whether good or bad, eſpecially them 
dat are brought up. from the Neſt, which 
ne take to be beſt, provided you can get 
p-. good Song-Bird to bring them up. TI 


dave known them ſold for five or fix Gui- 
edfeas a Bird. They are a very long liv'd 
ird, and very hardy; I myſelf have bid 
enty Shillings for a Bird that was twenty 
ears of Age; they have young ones about 
e middle or latter End of April; and 
g, reed three or four Times in the Year, but 
che look upon a Bird that is hatch'd in April 
didlir May to be the beſt. They commonly 
reed in your Fields of high Graſs, or in 
e Marſhes. I have had them in a Wheat- 
Field, or in Peas or Oats, according to the 


leyſeaſon of the Year. I have taken them up- 
tes, n the Common or Heath. 3 
hat * ; 
ime How to Feed them. © 


ET them be, before you take them, 
about ten or twelve Days old, if they 
— F< older, they are apt to run out of their 
eſt, I have ſeen them run out in ten Days 
dripping Weather. When you have ta- 


* 


wiſhſen them, put a little Hay in a Basket, and 


nine pt them in, and tie them cloſe down, as 1 
E 1d you by the Wood-Larks, and take a 
Birds | B 


little 
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little white Bread and Milk, and boil ie 
very ſtiff, ſo that it be as thick as a Pulticeh 
I likewiſe take ſome Rape-Seed, and ſoakſoi 
it three or four Hours in Water, and the 
boil it up, and either grind it or beat it i 
a Mortar, or with a Glaſs-Bottle upon ; 
Table; take about a third Part of Rape 
Seed to the white Bread and Milk, and fee 
them once in two Hours; give them aboy 
five or ſix Bits to each Bird, mixed ver 
well together; you muſt give them ever 
Day freſh Victuals, or elſe it will gra 
ſour and ſpoil them. I likewiſe give thenftg: 
now and then a little fleſh Meat, Sheep it. 
Heart, &c. Lou muſt put them in a Cagl | 
as ſoon as you can, that 1s to ſay, keep the 
three or four Days in a Basket, or a Wed 
if they are young, then take a little Ha 
cut it very ſhort, and put it in the Bottor 
of the Cage, or elſe a little coarſe Bran, bu 
I prefer Hay before it, becauſe they are aj 
to drop their Victuals in the Bottom of th 
Cage, and when they pick it up again, d 
pick. ſome of the Bran, which doth then 
no good: You mult turn their Hay up, « 
ſhift them once a Day, for if you do nofher 
keep them clean, they ſeldom come to anjve 
Thing; they require a large Cage. I haſt 
never any ſmaller than a Foot ſquare, I ke 
them in Hay or Bran, till they feed themPey 
ſelves with dry Meat; that is to ſay, BreadÞiy 

- ] * 2 
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Woo, and Hemp-Seed, which they will do 
about three Weeks or a Month. When 
ou put them firſt in a Cage, fhow them 
eir Victuals upon the Point of a Stick 
ade for that Purpoſe. This will make 
em learn to feed themſelves, and likewiſe 
me. I have brought them up ſo tame, 
«Fat they would follow me about the Houſe, 
Id fit upon my Hand, which indeed is a 
eat Rarity in a Skie-Lark, as I told you 
fore, when they come to feed them- 
lves upon dry Meat, you muſt boil your 
gg very hard, ſo that you may grate it 
ith a Grater, or chop it, as I told you 
the Wood-Larks, you muſt bruiſe your 
emp- Seed at the firſt, and put about half 
much Hemp- Seed as Egg, one Egg, and 
je Quantity of a Half. penny Loaf, will 
rve half a Dozen Birds. When they are 
dung, I ſerve them every Day; about a 
onth old, I put them ſome fine dry Gra- 
Flat the Bottom of the Cage, and a Turf 
three leafed Graſs. I ſtill. ſtick them a 
F:tle ſoft Victuals at the Side of the Cage, 
r fear they | ſhould pine after it, which 
hen they take to eat dry Victuals, they'll 
anave off ſoft of themſelves. This, is all 
naned them with, except a little Fleſh-Mieat 
cep and then, and bruiſed, Hemp- Seed, till 
ey have done Moulting, then I feed them 
ly with a Turf of three leafed Graſs once 
Ws: B 2 a Week, 
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ea 


and a little whole Hemp- Seed. 


Crown; but all this is no certain Rule. I 


and then you'll hear him record his Som 


or in any convenient Place, where you catf 
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a Week, and every other Day Bread, Egg 


How to know. a Cock from a Hen. 


8 O ME will tell you by his long Clay, 
others by the two white Feathers in th 
Tail; and others by ſetting up his Coppł 


my Opinion, the largeſt and longeſt Bir 
in the Neſt I always did find did prove . 
be Cocks. There is no certain Rule t 
know them by, but only the Bigneſs and 
Largeneſs. The beſt Way is to take th 
largeſt Bird and put it in a Cage by irſel; 


by that Time it is three Weeks or a Mont 
old ; the Hens will make ſome ſmall Noiſe 
but not any thing of a Song. I have had 
the Cocks at a Month old, get into o. 
Corner of the Cage, and repeat all thei , 
Notes over like the old one, but not \qF. 
loud, and thoſe Birds that do ſo, you maj}, 
depend upon their being Cocks. ab 


Te ; take Branchers or Puſhers. * 


Puſher is a Bird that is taken three ofen 
four Days after he is flown out of the. 

Neſt, if you let him lie ſo long to be ru 

out, then you may place yourſelf in a Hedge 


1 


1 
ce 


1 


ſee the old one to bring him Meat, wh . 
9 Ks 
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when you perceive to feed, run upon him as 
aſt as you can, by which Means you will 
nd the young ones. I have taken three 
t three T'imes running up. When you have 
got them, cram them with a little Sheep's- 
Heart, and lay a little Hay at the Bottom 
f che Cage, and feed them with Fleſh= + - 
eat, Bread and Milk, and Rape=Seed, as 
told you before of the Neſtling. This 
zird, in my Eſteem, is as good, or better 
; han a Neſtling. | 


. The Brancher. 


S taken in June or Fuly, with a Hawk 
and a Net, the ſame Way as I told you 
y the Wood- Lark : What I call a Branch- 
F. is a Bird taken at full Growth, almoſt 
big as the Old one, but having all his 
Neſtling Feathers, I look upon thoſe Birds 
be very good, and come very little ſhort 
t Ma Neſtling or a Puſher; but when you 
maß ke them in Moult, or moulted off, I don't 
ok upon them to be ſo good, by reaſon 

hen they are moulting in the Fields and 
ken, their Feathers ſets ſo, I look upon 
Ee Mem not to moult ſo well that Year, and 
f they very ſeldom prove to be fo good Birds, 
rum To know the Cock from the Hen of a 
dgeſfancher, chuſe the longeſt and largeſt Bird, 
| CH told you before; when you have taken 
hickem, give them Bread, Egg, and bruiſed 
her | B 3 Hemp- 


comes where we ſtand, at a pull Pin, 


| 30 
Hemp - Seed; put in the Bottom of the Cag 
red - and ſtrew them a little Meat! 
the Bottom of the Cage for three or foy 
Days, ſo they will preſently become tam 
and familiar. 


1 — 


—— 


T take © Skie-Lark in Flight. 


OU take them as you do other ſm; 

Birds, with a Clap- Net; in the Cou 
tr „about Dunſtable, and ſeveral . othe 
Places, they take them with a Glaſs, calle 
a Larking-Glaſs. Theſe Glaſſes are mad 
of the Bigneſs and Shape of a Cucuniþa 
hollow within, and three, four, or five Hh 
cut round, and Pieces of Looking-Glaſt 
placed 1 it is fixed by a Staff, and ru 
out like a Whirligig, having a Line whie 
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work it backwards and forwards. This mu 
be of a Sun-ſhiny Day, then the Larks wir 
play the. better, the Glaſs glittering, ane 

the Larks playing about, and ſee ing then H 
ſelves in it, makes them come down to it ſul 
as ſoon as they come within Pull, 1 WI 


Nets over them. By this I have qu 
in the Country, ten or fifteen Dozen ub . ? 


in a Morning, 
This Lark is taken in dark N ights v wit be 
a Net, called a Trammel; it is a Net-. 
twenty ſix or thirty Yards long, and f 
= 8 ove 
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over, run thro' with ſix Ribs of Packthread, 
Ewhich Ribs are at the Ends, put upon two 
poles ſixteen Foot long, made taper at each - 
End, and is carried between two Men half 

a Yard from the Ground, every fix Steps 
touch ing the Ground, to cauſe the Birds to 

fly up, other ways you may carry the Net 
over them, without diſturbing of them, 
When you hear them fly againit the Net, 
clap the Net down, and they are ſafe under 
it. In the Vale there is hardly a Farmer 
without one of theſe Nets. This is a very | 
murdering Net, taking all Sorts of Birds 
that it comes near, as Partridges, Quails, 
Woodcocks, Snipes, Fieldfares, Cc. almoſt 
Win every dark Night; I have known them 
that have taken twenty Dozen of Larks in 
a Night. | 3 
Another Way of taking your Lark is in 
Ja great Snow, you muſt take one hundred 
Yor two hundred Yards of Packthread, at 
every ſix Inches faſten a Nooſe made with 
en Horſe-Hair (two Hairs twiſted together is 
iti ſufficient) the more Line the better; for it 
th} will reach the greater Length, and conſe- 
wil quently have the more Sport; at every twen- 
keſty Yards you muſt have a little Stick to 
+ Ythruſt into the Ground, and ſo go on till it 
with be all ſet: I have known them that have 
t bad a thoufand Yards, then amongſt the 
i Nooſes ſcatter ſome white Oats from one 
Ve B 4 | | - End. i 
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end to the other and you'll find the Lark 
| flock extraordinary; and when three ct jef 
four are taken, (for you will have them by! 
the Neck, Leg, or Claw) take them out. 
otherwiſe they'll make the reſt ſhye, andi 
and when you are at one End, they will ben 
at the other a Feeding, ſo you need not fear 
ſcaring of them away, for it makes them 
more eager at their Food; if it be aftaſ® 
Chriſtmas before the Snow fall, thoſe Bird 
ſeldom or never prove good for Singing. r 
This Bird is a very fine, hardy, ſtrongP* 
| Bird, and ſeldom fick, if you let him have 
| a Turf of three leafed Graſs once or twice} 
in a Week. | | = 2 
If you find him out of order, that is, th 
Dung looſe, grate a little Cœσ re, or othe 
Cheeſe, in his Victuals, and give him ſome[® 
Wood. Lice, three or four in a Day, which 
is very good; likewile put a little-LiquoF' 
rice, and a Blade of Saffron in his Water, 
which is very good, and will make him ſing} 
clear; if this will not do, give him nowſf* 
and then a Spider. This is all that is need-F" 
ful for a Skic-Lark. | . 
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- The Tit-Lark. 0 
T HIS Bird is like a great many others, l 
ſome are very good Song- Birds, and 
ſome worth but little; there are ſome in 
my 
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y Opinion, outdo a Skie-Lark for Fine- 
eſs of their Song; they are very proper 
, (Birds to be kept with Skie-Larks or young 
x anary Birds; they take a great Delibera- 
Non in their Song, ſome of them will chew, 
be hisk, weet and rattle to a great Length, 
Wkewiſe they run their Feef and their Snee- 
mug, and twink two or three Ways, and ſuch 
tel Bird as this is of great Value for raiſing 
ap other Birds under him; they are very 
andſome, long, taper Birds, much about 
e Size of a Nightingale; they don't ſing 
. Hove four or five Months in the Year, that 
, March, April, May, and June, and ſome 
July. This Bird is a very hardy Bird, 
t I think them not worth while to bring 
> from the Neſt, by reaſon they are caught 
mefom the 25th of March, till the roth or 
ich Ech of April. You catch them with Nets, 
uo led Clap-Nets, as you do Linnets or 
ter her ſmall Birds. If you catch them la- 
ing ir they grow rank, and won't ſing much 
jon a Cage that Summer. As ſoon as you 
ed · Eve catch'd them, tie their Wings a you 
Þ a Nightingale's. You muſt have a Cage 
oſer than a common Wood-Lark's Cage; 

t a little Ant's Mold, with Ant's, in the 
ottom of the Cage; for his Victuals, take 

ers, little of the beſt Bread, make it very fine, 
andi grate it with a Grater for that purpoſe; 
inte about half the Quantity of Bread as 
my B 5 Hemp- 


K 


or 


thi 
her 
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Hemp-Seed, bruiſe it very fine, or beat it ij 
a Mortar, or grind it in a Mill; then mi 
it up with the Bread, throw a little in a 
the Top of the Cage, which when yo 
Bird ſees the Ants, he'll come down an; 
feed preſently ; in about an Hour's Ting 
you may look whether he has been eating 
Bread and Hemp-Seed ; if not, ſtrew anoth 
Handful of your Ants and Mold in the Bot 
tom, and a little more Bread and Hemp - See 
on the Top of it; if you find this will n 
do, take two or three Meal- Worms, c 
them in half with a Pair of Sciffors, : 
put them in the Bottom, amongſt the Brea 
and Hemp=Seed ; ſet him in a light Pla 
where he may not be diſturbed ; you m 
be ſure this will make him feed. You 
keep him to this Victuals two or thn 
Days, then you may feed them as the Ski 
Lark or Wood-Lark, only bruiſe the Heny 
Seed, and he'll ſing in a Week or ten Dx 
at fartheſt. I have heard them fing the 
cond or third Day after they were caug 
This Bird may likewiſe be taken with Li 
Twigs; carry a Call-Bird of the ſame Sor 
when you go and find a good Tit-Lark 
your Mind, place your Call-Bird ſix or few 
Yards from the Tree where you heard hi be 
 fing 3 if you find a Mole-Hill, or Anf 
Hill, dig it up, and put your Call-Bird lt, 
by; ſet three or four Lime-Twigs rouſte 
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your Cage, place the great End of the Lime- 
Twig upon the Ground, and the other End 
againſt the Side of the Cage; they are a 
Bird that will run very much about the 
other Bird in the Cage; take Care you lay 
the Twig that he cannot run round the 
in Cage, and a great chance but ſome of the 
}Twigs will lay hold on him; place your 
ſelf in a Hedge, as private as you can, and 
Mas ſoon as you find them faſt, run, for I 

have loſt ſome before I could get at them. 
If you have not Conveniency to ſet but 
in high Graſs, take a Stick about a Yard 

long, put a Nail into the Stick, almoſt at 
Ihe Top, and hang your Cage upon it, then 
ay two or three Twigs on the Top of your 
Cage, the End of the T wigs to come over 
hu your Cage, and when they come to ſettle on 

the Top of the Cage, if you lay your Twigs 
miwell, they are certainly taken, When you 
ave taken them, tie the Wings, and manage 


in the Nets. Theſe Birds breed amongſt 
the Graſs, or Peas, or Beans, and for thoſe 
that are deſirous to bring them up from the 


1 
Jo 
ſenllas is order d from the Wood-Lark, it may 
gilde expected I ſhould give ſome. Account 
Anghow to know the Cock from the Hen, but 
4 it being a difficult Thing to know I muſt 
ouſjicter them, to find them out by their ſing- 
1 b Ing, 


hem the ſame Way as thoſe that are taken 


Neſt, muſt feed them in the ſame Manner 


makes them not valued, tho' never ſo good 
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ing, which will ſoon be perceived in Neſt.] 
lings by their recording. This 1s all that 
is needful concerning the Tit-Lark. 
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- The Robin-Red-Breaſt. 


HE. next to the Wood-Lark, in my 

Opinion, for a Song-Bird, is the lit- 
tle Robin-Red-Breaſt ; he ſingeth very 
ſweetly, and I have known many to eſteem 
him little inferiour to the Nightingale. I 
do not know but that he ought to have a: 
great Eſteem as he; but Plenty of any Birdjſh' 


in its Kind. This Bird is ſeen in the Wits 
ter, upon the Tops and Roots of Houſe, 
and-upon old Ruins, on that Side moſt com 
monly that the Sun riſeth and ſhineth in th 
Morning, or under ſome Covert, where then 
Cold and Wind may not pinch him, for he 
is but a tender Bird. We commonly putſin 
them into Nightingales or Wood- Lark 


Cages, only cloſer wier d; they breed ve! 
ry early in the Spring, and commonly threew 


times in the Year, in April, May and June y. 
they make their Neſt with a dry greeniſifth 
Moſs, and quilt it with a little Wool andſhi 
Hair; they have five or ſix young One C 
at a time, and ſeldom leſs than four: Theyf 
build in ſome old Hay-Houſe, or Barn, off 
Rick of Hay or Corn, or Banks * a 
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Tne Top, and when they are about ten Days 
old, you may take them from the old Ones, 
and keep them in a little Basket or Box; 
f you let them tarry too long in the Neſt, 
they will be ſullen, and fo conſequently 
uch more trouble, and not fit to be brought 
punder another Bird, or whiſtled too. You 
uſt feed them with Sheep's Heart and 
Egg, minced fmall, in all Points as you 
ed Nightingales, and but a little at once, 
and pretty often, by reaſon of its bad Di- 
geſtion; for if you give him too much at 
Time, he is very apt to throw it up again, 
hich is a ſign that he is not long - lv d. Be 


u. ure he lies warm, and eſpecially in the 
ſe Night: When you find them begin to be 


mMrong, you may Cage them, and let them 
theſhave ſome Moſs at the Bottom of the Cage, 
theind ſtand warm, put the Meat-in the Pan 

her Box, both of the Sheep's Heart and Egg, 
putfund let them have ſomething of the Wood- 
rkJLark's mix'd Meat by them, for thoſe I 
ve prought up with Sheep's Heart and Egg, 
reefwhen they came to feed themſelves would 
ne rather eat the Wood-Lark's Meat, than 
uſhſthe Sheep's Heart and Egg ; you may give 
andſhim which you will, according to your 


negConveniency. A Robin will not touch a 


Hairy Catterpillar, but will gladly eat any 
orſimooth one, and there is no better Way to 
ardſtame, and make wild Birds ſing, than to 


ch give 
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give them a pleaſing Inſect or two: The 
are neither a — nor thick Bill'd Bin 
but gladly eat Spiders. 

Every body knows almoſt how to take 
- Robin with Rune Lime-Twigs, but with 
Trap- Cage and Meal - Worm you may tak 
a great many; and if you hear one ＋— 0 
encel another, take the Bird = have mo 
mind to and Cage him, and he'Il ſing in; 
Mort Time, provided he be not an old Bird 
If you take a Bird and do not hear hi 
ſing, by this Mark you ſhall know whet 
hon Cock as Hens if a Cock, his Breaf 
will be of a brighter Red than the Hen, and 
his Red will go farther upon the Head. i 


What Diſeaſes Robin-Red-Breaſts are 2 
jelt to, aud bow to cure them. 


F he is very ſubject to the Cramp 


+ 
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and Giddineſs of the Head, which 
makes hun Times fall off the Perdl * 
upon his Back, att then i it is preſent Death 
without ſome Help be ſpeedily uſed fo 
him. The beſt Remedy to prevent hin 
from having the Cramp, is to keep hin 
warm and clean 1 in his Cage, that his Feet 
be not clogg'd, which 8 Times do eat 


ing bound on ſo faſt, it makes his Feet and 


. Nails to rot off, which takes off the Life 


c 
of the Joints of his Feet, for the Dung be. 
4 


and 9 Spiri of the Bird; if you * him 
roop 


— 
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and is ſickiſh, give him three or four 
2 Worms or Spiders which will migh · 
Irily refreſh him; but for the Giddineſs in 
the Head, give him ſix or ſeven Ear-wigs in 


art, which is very ſubje& to your Robins 
Mabove all others, except the Bullfinch. If 
nol you find he has little Appetite to eat, give 
in him now and then fix or ſeven Hog - Lice, 
muß vhich you may find in any piece of old 


ter that is freſh, two or three Times a 


winded, give him once in a Week; in his 
Water, a blade or two of Saffron, and a 


them learn to Whiſtle, Speak or Pipe. 
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a very loud Song, and fine withal ; 


ea he muſt have a large Cage made with very 
cloſe Wier; he 
the Cage made Ille unto !a Squirrel: Houſe, 


Skin, or any . that is warm: Theſe 
Birds 


; Week, and he will never be troubled with» 


rotten Wood; be ſure he never wants Wa- 
Week 3 and to make him chearful and long 
— of Stick Liquorice, which will advan- | 


his Song or Whiſtling very much 
T is Bird is a very fine Bird, n | 


'E is the finalleſt of Birds, but he has. g 


ny he 1 ſits and ſings upon the Edge | 
Jof a Barn, or in a Tree, near Cow<Houſes ; 


* have one Side orf 
ne and have it lin'd with Coney-Wool, Dog- il 
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Birds breed about the beginning of May, 
they make their Neſts of green Moſs, in 
the likeneſs of a high Crown'd Hat, and 
line it with ſome ſmall Hair or Wool, and 
eMofs at the Out- ſide; they make a round 
Hole in the Side to creep in. I have known 
fifteen or ſixteen Eggs in the Neſt, and to 
my Knowledge I never took above ſeven or 
eight young Ones out of the Neſt, If you 
have a mind to raiſe them, let them bei 
very well feather'd, and feed them with 
Nightingale's Victuals, which is the pro- 
pereſt and the beſt Food, only give them 
theirs ſmaller, becauſe they are a leſs Bird, 
I have known them kept two or three Years 
in a Cage, and Sing as ſtout as if they were: 
in the Fields; if you find them out of or- 
der, give them an Ear-wigg, ſmall Spider 
or Flies. | : 
To know a Cock from a Hen. 
Will not be too curious about it; chooſe 
1 the Bird with the largeſt Eye, for they 
are like other Birds, if you keep. them ſome 
Time the Cocks will record; this is all that 
I ſhall ſpeak concerning the Wren, only 
feed them with Nightingales Food, and 
he'll anſwer your ExpeRation, and ſing a 
great many Months in the Tear. , 
| 1 
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n THORN, Ty * 
al We large Tom Tit, by ſome called 


Joe Bent. 


HE Y commonly frequent about your 
Farmers Yards, Cow-Houfes or Or- 
hards, they. are a hardy Bird, and you 
nay bring them up with any Thing, 5 
ave fed them with Bread and Milk, 
read and Cheeſe, and when grown — 
arger with Hemp: Seed; they'll make a 
ound whole in the Hemp-Seed and take out 
e Kernel and leave the Shell whole; they 
re a pleaſing Bird and have a pretty fort 
f a Song, and in my Opinion the belt 
ituals for them is Wood-Lark's Victu- 
s; you may catch them with a Lime- 
ig as you do a Robbin. 


— 


The Red-Start. 


ſe 'HEY commonly frequent the ſame 
YEA Places as the Wren, and is a very 
ne autiful Bird; the Hen is almoſt the Co- 
at Bur of a Nightingale, the Cock has a black 
ly Head with a Star upon his Pole, and a red 
nd fail; he looks very handſome and beauti- 
2 l, has a fine melodious Song, and doubles 
Is Notes very fine: I need not to be too 
Prious about this Bird, he muſt be brought 
Pep and fed with the ſame Victuals as a 

Night- 
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Nightingale, and then hell anſwer his kee 
ing. 1 | 
The Black- Bird. 
H E is a very hardy Bird, and for t 
Building and Breeding any Coun 
Boy knows how it is; they breed very ſolff 
in the Year, at the latter End of Mart 
have had young Ones; you may take th 
at ten or twelve Days old ; in the Count 
they commonly feed them with Cheeſe-Cun 
or white Bread and Milk ; my Way. 
feeding them is, with Sheep's or Ox's Heart 
or any other fort of lean Meat, cut . 
ſmall and mix'd up with a little Bread 
while they are young you muſt make the 
Victuals moiſt, and feed them once in tl 
Hours; you muſt be ſure to keep them 
ry clean, and take their Dung away eve 
Time you feed them, if you find their N 
grows dirty, take them out and put thai 
in clean Straw 3 this Bird is like all othe 
if he is kept naſty, he ſeldom anſwers i pu 
End, you muſt part them as foon as ic 
can; when they are grown J, may fav} 
them with any Thing of Fleſn Meat boikn: 
them up to Wood Lark's Victuals, but fl 
think Fleſh Meat, mix'd with a little Brea 
is beſt : This Bird is a ſtout ſtrong Binpl⸗ 
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eeplind has a very pleaſing Note of his own, 
ou may learn them either to Whiſtle, or 
lay a Tune to a Pipe, which I have heard 
me do very fine; he'll Whiſtle about four 
r five Months 'in a Year, and 1s very de- 
" Ui ohrful and pleaſing to his Keeper, if well 
arn'd z he is a very hardy Bird, but if you 
ind him out of order, give him a large Spi- 
er, or ſome Wood-Lice, which you find 
old Wood ; you may likewiſe put a lit- 
nl: Cochineal in his Water, which is very 
Whearful and good; you may give him two 
r three Spiders in a Day, and likewiſe five 
Sr ſix Hog-Lice, but if you give him two 
any in one Day, it will take him off of 
ther Food, and do him more harm than 


To know the Cock from the Hen. 


2 
OM E fay, the uppermoſt Bird in the 
J I Neſt is a Cock, others fay, the Neftling 
1 


b 


$ a Cock; ſome chooſe them by their 
ings, others by their Heads or fall Eye, 
Pac J find all this groundleſs; In my Opi- 

ion, take the blackeft Bird in the Neſt, 
rhich, when you ſee them altogether, you 
ay eaſily perceive the Difference, for.che 
ock will be conſiderably blacker than the 


*. 
fa 
ile 
ri 
uten. f 
. There are two Sorts of Black Birds, a 
IDÞlack Sort, and a grey Sort, the Hen of the 
a | = black 


— 
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IJ 
black Sort, is commonly as black as t 
Cock of the grey Sort; however, be * 
. which Sort it will, the Cocks be black 15 
than the Hens, but the blackeſt Sort I ral 

to be the beſt, and Whiſtle the longeſt i) 
the Year. Y 


an 

. em 
The Thruſh, in ſome Countries called the 
Throſtle. 


HERE are three or four Sorts, tif 
firſt is a red Wing, the next 1s whi 
is generally called a Song-Thruſh, an 
builds in Woods or Orchards ; another i 
the ſmall blacker Sort, and builds upon th 
Heaths or Commons; the next is the grea 
large Thruſh, called a Meaſle-Taw!: He! 
very large and handſome, but better for. 
Spit than for a Song. A Wood Sor 
Thruſh is a very fine Bird, and Sings nin 
or ten Months in the Year, he builds witl 1 
| Mols on the outſide, and commonly Cla F 
or Cow-Dung the inſide; the Heath Thruſt” 
is much of the fame Nature, only builds 
his Neſt in the Furzes, and in ſome Coun 
tries are called Wins. This Bird breed 
very ſoon in the Year, I have had young . 
Ones in March; they are fed with the fam 
Food as a Black-Bird. This Bird is migh" 
ty ſubject to the Cramp, eſpecially if he 
be kept dirty, I have had thoſe that could 
| not 
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» 
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t ſtand for a Fortnight, yet with great 
fre I have brought them to be fine Birds, 
ben 1 find them crampt, I put Fern in 
Bottom of their Cage, and feed them as 
1 y lie, and turn up the Fern as often as 
ey are fed; if you cannot get Fern, put 
an Straw at the Bottom, and ſo keeping 
em clean, they will ſoon come to their 
gs; if you find them crampt, feed them 
th bitter Victuals, as Nightingale's Vic= 
als, Sheep's Heart and Egg chopped ve- 
ſmall. I cannot give an Account how 
know a Cock Thruſh from a Hen, only 
ſoon as they begin to feed themſelves, 
y begin to record, both Cocks and Hens; 
> Cock will get upon his Perch, and ſing . 
Notes low for ſome Time, the Hen will 
it only by Jerks, and make you believe 
Wy will ſing, but to no Purpoſe. If you 
not ſatisfied which are the Cocks, keep 
cm till after Moulting, which is about 
laofſ11bolomeww-Tide, for as ſoon as they have 
uli hne Moulting, the Cocks will break out 
149"g in Song. I have had them ſing 
un t like an old Bird, a Fortnight or three 
a} ks before Michaelmas ; they will ſing 
mellth you in Winter as well as Summer. 
mefhey have very pleaſing Notes, and a good 
rung. I have known them learn the Night- 
helgale's or Wood-Lark's Song, and divers 
aldthers. Of theſe ſeveral Sorts of Thruſhes, 


got in 
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in my Opinion the Heath-Thruſh is th 
beſt; and comes neareſt to the Song of 
Nightingale, and if they are ſick, uſe then 
in the fame Manner as I told you by th 
Black-Bird. c 


— 
— — 


2 The. Sterling; 
" FE has but a very ordinary Song 
| I his own, but may be taught to 'W hil 
tle, or to Pipe or Talk. I have heard the 
talk as well as a Parrot, and Pipe to ſey 

ral Tunes. This Bird builds in Trees 
Pidgeon-Houſes, or in the Sides of Dye 
ling-Houſes ; ſome ſay a Tree- Sterling 
beſt, and others a Houſe- Sterling is beſt 
alſo others, that a Sterling that breeds in 
Pidgeon-Houſe is beſt, In my Opinion the ve 

are equally good, provided they are broug 

up young. If you would have very god 
ones, take them about double Pen- featherec 
that is, about ten Days old, put them in 
Basket in ſome clean Straw, and keep then 
clean and warm; talk to them what yot 
would have them learn, every Time ye 
feed them. I have had them begin to tal 

as ſoon as they fed themſelves, or rather beſ it 
fore. You muſt feed them with Ox's- HeartÞne 

or Sheep's-Heart, as I told you. by. thgſes 
Black-Bird. You muſt. feed them once iſou 
two Hours, and give them five or ſix Piece 

| a 


Oc 
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en they come to feed themſelves, you 
y bring them up to Wood-Lark's Meat, 


ee Times a Week, I 
Some are of Opinion that they may learn 
| in a dark Cage, but I have 

m learn either in a dark or open Cage : 
me will tell you, That you muſt cut their 
Wongue, but there is nothing at all in it, 
I have heard more talk that, have not 
velien cut, than them that have. 

off This is a very pleaſing Bird, and hardy 
thal, yet I have had ſame of them trou- 


with Fits, that they have . tumbled 
wn and beat themſelves about the Cages, 
d if I had not got them out, they would 
ve. beat themſelves: to Pieces. The beſt. 
hing to prevent this, is to give them now. 
d then a Spider or Meal- Worm, and to 


t a little Saffron, in their Water. 


To know a Cock from a Hen. 


be 


CC 
a 


& Time, as big as a Horſe-Bean, and 
give them a little Fleſh-Meat twice or 


nown 


PEN his Mouth, and look under 
the Tongue, and you will find a black 
alroak, which you may perceive quite thro”. 
it be a Cock, and the Hen has little or 
urtÞne 3 when they come to Moult, the Cock 
les that black Stroak : The Feathers wlien 
 NJoulted off of the Breaſt of the Cock, is 


very 


Hemp and Canary-Seed. If you find the 


| [ 48 ] 
very beautiful, and hath ſeveral fine. (; 
lours, which the Hen hath not. 
This Bird, if well taught, is of pre 
Value, I have known them ſold for five 
ſix Guineas a- piece. 


1— _— i 


| The Sparrow, 


T HIS Bird is very plentiful, and vl 
well known by every little Boy, iſ 


by reaſon of their building in the Sides 
Houſes and Bird-Bottles. This Bird m 
be brought up very tame and familiar, 

have heard them ſing part of the Cane 
Birds and Linet's Note; you may brin 
them up with any Thing, Bread and. Wate 
Bread and Milk, or Fleth- Meat; when t 
have brought them up, feed them wi 


out of order, give them whole Oatme 


among it. This is all that you need fel 
them with, then they will dung hard an 


fine as a Linnet or any other Seed-Bird 
they are very hardy Birds, and eaſy to 
brought up: If you would have them 
learn under any other Bird, take them « 
of the Neſt at double Pen: Feather. I ha 
known a Sparrow whiſtle good part of 
Tune, and fit upon a Man's Finger, bein 
of ſuch a tame Nature. q 


11 


To know a Cock from a „Hen. 


HE N you take them, look 
under the Throat, down to the 
reaſt, and you will perceive ſome to be 
acker than others, thoſe that are blackeſt 
0 the Cocks. When they have Moulted 


fr, every body knows the Cocks by their 
ack Breaſts. ' 


— 


The Linnet. 


)þ HIS Bird 1s a very fine one, and apt 
to learn either to Pipe or Whiſtle, or 
y other Bird's Note. I have heard of _ 
Weir learning to ſpeak. 
Theſe Birds build upon Heaths or Comm | 
ons, or in Paſture Ground; they alſo 
1d among Furzes. I have known a Neſt 
ken in Broom, or in white Thorn, in a 
edge; they commonly breed in April,” 
Wd have young Ones fit to take about the 
tter End; they have commonly four or 
e young Ones, and likewiſe three or four 
leſts in the Tear; you may take them at 
dout eight, nine or ten Days old, if you 
ould have them to learn. They are a ve- 
fine Bird for learning their Song of a 
NVood-Lark. I have heard them ſing ſo. 
Pe, that I could not tell which was the 
ood-Lark or has they likewiſe _ 
| the 
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the Canary-Bird, or any other Bird's. Song. 
There is your ſweet Song Linnet, whi 

I have known ſold for three or four Guinez 
a Bird ; the firſt Original was taken fro 
45 Skie-Lark and Tit-Lark, and ſever 
other Birds, 


How to feed them. 


HEY are fed with ſeveral Sorts « 
Food, my Way of Feeding them 

with a little White Bread ſoaked in Spring 
Water, or any other Water; and when yo 
have done, {train 1t out of the Water, ant 
boil it up with a little Milk, to make t 
very ſtiff, like unto a Haſty: Pudding. 
you have a ſmall Due of Birds, yd 
may have but little, becauſe it ſours in tw 
Days Time, and fooner if you put Seed in 
1 I put Seed in, as much as will ſer 
about half a Day; take a little Rape-Sec 
and ſoak 1 it in Water about ten or - twelit 
Hours, then ſcald it or boil it up; the 
ſtrain your Water from it, and take a liitk 
and ſqueeze it with a Knife upon a Trencher 
or with a Glaſs-Bottle upon the Table, then 
take a little and mix it among the Breadfſhe: 
and Milk ; feed them once in two Hoursffr 
from {ix in the Morning till eight a Clochhbe 
at Night. When they come to feed themPro 
ſclves, give them a little of the ſcaldec 
an” as * when r have fed ende 
abou 
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x Bout a Week, you may give them a little 
co hs Wood-Larks'V als, by reaſon too 

ich! ſoft Victuals will make them rotten ; 
e ſooner you can break them of Bread and 
ilk the better; nevertheleſs, you may give 
em ſome Wood-Lark's Meat, or ſome 
der ſoft Victuals, till they are able to 
ick their Seed, which I look upon to be 
ſix or ſeven Weeks: old, before which 
ime tliey are not able to live upon hard 
1 1 0 


How to know a Cock from. a Hen. 
HEN you have the Neft together, 
you may obſerve them that look 
ie browneſt upon the Backs, and likewiſe 
you open their Wings, you will find the 
cond; third, or fourth Feather white up 
rp the Quill ;- thoſe Birds that are ſo brown 
the Back, and ſhew quite white up to 
eir Quill, never fail of being Cocks. Your 
ens have a little caſt of white; and like- 
File a little browniſh upon their Backs, but 
othing like unto a Cock, for which Reaſon 
you ſeg the Neſt together, and obſerve 
eaſter well, you will ſee the Difference bet- 
roger than I can deſcribe to you, that is, by 
che white Feathers in the Wing, and the 
:mprowneſs' of the Backn. 
dec | 
Ive 
ou 
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Bom io cateb Branchers. le 
* OU may go to their Breeding Place vi 
or ſome where near them, where yd 
can find a Piece of Turnip- Seed, or a Bam 
of wild Rape-Seed, or à Place where the 
old Ones brings them to Water ; there 0 
may lay your Clap- Nets, and catch ba 
old and young, but young eſpecially, whid 
are beſt, if you have good Song- Birds [0 
bring them up. | 4 
When you have taken them, put then 
in a Store-Cage fit for that Purpoſe, and 
take ſome of the Seed which you find them 
to feed upon, and put into the Cage, like 
wiſewiſe a little fine Hemp: Seed ground « 
bruiſed; ſet them in a Window, or Pla 
convenient, where they are not diſturbed 
feeding them with this Victuals for three or 
four Days, then Cage them up, either in 
Back- Cages, or any other Cages, which yo 
have moſt convenient; feed them with Rap 
and a ſmall Matter of Canary-Seed among 
it, with ſome few Corns of Hemp. This i 
all to feed the Neſtling, Brancher, or Lin 
net, if well; if not, you may give then qu 
a little .Lettice-Seed, or beat Lłaf; you fo 
may likewiſe put them a ſmall Matter off 
Liquorice or Saffron in the Water. Toa 
may give them a ſmall Matter of ſeedeq m 
Chick weed now and then; if you find then 
E 3 trouble 


1 
fo! 
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Froubled with a Looſeneſs, give them a lit- 
Ie Chalk, and a little bruiſed Hemp- Seed, 
«Mich now and then a Stalk of Plantane- 
Reed. I could mention ſeveral other Things 
nkconcerning a Linnet, but this is the beſt and 
Dradieſt Way that I am acquainted with. I 
Have taken Obſervations of it this twenty 
four Years. 


Hoco to Stop. a Linnet, or any other Bird, 
and make-them Sing, after they have Moult- 
ed off BF Thr 
HE Stopping of a Bird is of great 
uſe to the Bird Catchers, and likewiſe 
ſuch as would have them learn a ſweet Song, 
you muſt let your Bird before you ſtop him, 
be a Year old or better, and keep him in a 
Back Cage, fo that he may be able to find 
offs Victuals in the dark; you may put him 
iin a Stop about the middle of May. The 
o Nature of a Stop is, to have a Caſe made fit 
for the purpoſe, then put in your Birds and 
leave the Door open till you are fatisfied 
they have found their Meat and Water, 
in then darken them by degrees till chey are 
en quite dark, and when you ſee they have 
ou found their Meat and Water there, cover 
ollthem with a Blanket or any thick Cloth 
olf hat is warm, keeping them very hot; you 
JF muſt look at them, once in two or three 
en Days, give them freſh Water, and blow 
led | C 3 their 
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put them in again with the Door half opet 


: Uttle beat Leaf and Läquoriee in the Wa. 


likewiſe Flight. Birds. about Michaelmas in 


great 
fifty Dozen earch'd I one Day with Clap* 
Nets. _ 8 
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their Seeds : I dan't clean their Cages 


A dove 
once a Month, by reaſon the Hotneſs of thei 
Dung, forces them to Moult. I take a bi 
of Stick or Knife, to keep their Dung dowi, 
to prevent dirtying their Feathers, and | 
let them continue in this cloſe Stop for three 
Months, by which Time they will by 
moulted off, then I open them a little and 
a little by degrees; I take off the Blank 
firſt, and let them ſtand ſo three or fe 
Days, then open the Door a little way and 
take them out and clean their Cages, and 


Al 


— 
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for two or three Days longer, then take them 
2 and put them in a warm Place, ſo that 
come to the Air by degrees; put then 


ter, this with a Blade of Saffron, which i 
a very good Thing, wilen he is drawn 'offa 
Stop. After you have dra wn them out ofa 
Stop, you find them to Sing ſtill more and 
more, ſo that they Il be for the Bird-Cazcher' 
uſe, or to learn any other Birds their Songs; 
thoſe Birds will continue in Song till about 
Chriſtmas, or after, by which Time on 
young Birds are come to their Song. 

Theſe Bird-Branchers are very e 

to be catch'd in June, July or A ut, and 


1 re. ee. =Ssconmn 
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Quantities; I have Know] n forty or 


[*55) 


— a — 


ba The Goldfinch. 2 
E commonly builds in Orchards or 
H Hedges, makes a very pretty Neſt, 
and lines it with very fine Down or Wool] : 
He breeds in April, and has three or four 
Neſts in a, Summer; if brought up from 
their Neſt rhey'll take their Song from a 
Wood- Lark or Canary Bird, or from any 
other Bird; they are likewiſe a very fine 
Bird to draw their Water, and open their 
Box for their Victuals, if you bring them 
up from their Neſt, you may feed them with 
white Bread and Milk, according to the 
Nature of a Linnet, only I grind a little 
Canary-Seed, and put the Flower of it in 
the room of Rape- Seed, feeding them a lit- 
tle, once in an Hour or two, three or four 
Bits at a Time, for their Stomachs won't 
nal bear a great deal, they being very tender 
Birds; you may likewiſe mix them, now 
6:0 and then, a little Naple Biskets among it, 
it} keeping them with this fort of Victuals till 
they are five or fix Weeks old, then you 
way give them a little Canary-Seed, and a 
al lictle ſoft Meat befides, breaking them off, 
xj of ſoft Meat as ſoon as you can, and bring 
my them to Canary alone, which I Took upon 
the beſt Food for this Bird; ſome feed them 
d- 
be 


— 


| with Hemp - Seed, but in my Mind it makes 
| C 4 : them 


— 


much; if you feed them with Canary the 


Song of his own, and if they were not { 
very plenty, they would be as much admir 


Sea, by Captains and Merchants, to the Ca 
. zartes, and ſeveral other Countries, when 


and at ſeveral Times in the Year, they be- 


Nets as you do Linnets, and you may find 


are a tender Bird in the Summer, but hardy 


156 


them rotten, and decays their Colours ver 


are a very beautiful Bird, and I think tha FE 
fineſt, feathered Bird we keep in Cages. Thi 
Bird is a very merry Bird, and has a pleaſan 


ed as a Canary Bird; I have ſent them ove 


they are as much admired as we do Canan 


* 


Birds in England. We 
This Bird is to be catch'd ſeveral Ways 


ing of ſuch a tame and familiar Nature, that 
they'll ſing in a Fortnight's Time, catch 


them what Time in the Year you will; you" 
may catch young Ones, which we call grey 
Pates, in June, Fuly, and Auguſt, but I look 


upon the belt Time for catching them, is at 
Michaelmas; you catch them with Clap- 


them in great Flocks in thiſtelly Fields, 
for they feed upon the Seed which is in the 
"Thiſtle and Tontells ; this is the Food they 
feed upon moſt part of the Winter ; they 


if catch'd in the Winter, and will fing pre- 
ſently; they are great Lovers of Hemp-Seed, 6 
and when they are firſt catch'd they com 
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off it, and bring them to Cana Seed as 
& ſoon as I can; they ll ſing very tout with 

he Hemp -- Seed, but ſeldom live very long, or 

+ Moult well with it; if you bring them up 
to Canary-Seed, they are a pretty Bird, and 
vill anſwer your Expectation. 


Hod to Cure them when Sic. 
F they are Sick, give them a little 
1 Groundſel-every Day, and a Blade of 
Saffron in their Water; if they are loſe give 
them a little Chalk, either ſtick it in the 

Side of the Cage, or crumble it in the Bot- 
tom likewiſe give them always red Sand- 
r Gravel in the Bottom of the Cage, for 

he Seeds being Oily, this qualihes and 
takes the Oil off their Stomachs; you may 
likewiſe give them a little Lettice- Seed, or 
a little Thiſtle-Seed, which you may find 
ao the great Thiſtle, at the Bottom of a 
p- ite Dow un.. * 1 

7 know the Cock from the Hen. 
he OU may know them either old or |} 
ey young by the blackneſs oftheir Wings, 
ey Te edge of the Cock's Wing being:black, 

dy p to the Shoulder, and of a very good. 

e- Mining Black ; they are likewiſe black over 

be Bill, and under it red; they have like- 

ne fie a brighter Yellow: and brighter Red, 
nd in all Parts of a brighter Colour than 
"7 bj 7 — =_ 
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the Hen! the Hen fhews à little Black in 
che Wing, but Grey to à Cock, they an 
| likewiſe grey over the Bill-where the Cock 
is black: This is the beſt Account 1 can 
give you to know a Cock Goldfinch. You 
may = theſe Birds as 8282 do Linnets. - 


* FE. A FS 0 
— _—_— * — AHA —— 
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- The Bullfinch,- 


HIS is a very fine Bird both pl 
2 Beauty and taking any Song, having 
but a indifferent one of his own, You 
may learn him to Pipe ſevera! Tunes a 
Command, likewiſe ' to Whiſtle by the 
Mouth; you may learn him to ſpeak likes 
wiſe, I have had ſome both whiſtle and 
ſpeak ſeveral Words at Command; and the 
Rarity of theſe Birds is, when you have 
Rab them they never forget what they 
have learned, if you hang them among eve 
fo many Birds. 1 have known them = 
for eight, nine, or ten Guineas a Bird; 
myſe have fold one for ſeven Guineas. | 
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To Ind their Ne fs. ne 
THESE Birds have no yon 0 One thi 
before the latter End of 


ge. 
ginning of June; they commonly & 
an Orchard or Wood, or in a Park, when the 
are a great many Trees ; they make but gH 
very indifferent Neſt, yet they have 0e 

ne 


[39] 
+ | Ones two or three Times in a Summer, and 
have four or five young Ones at a Time; 
E they are not very plenty in England, becauſe 
n fl they frequent Orchards, and do great Da- 
mage to the Buds of the Trees, which makes 
the Gardeners, ſhoot, as many as they can, 
otherwiſe - they deſtroy their Wall- Fruit. 
There is in ſome Parts of this Kingdom, 
two Pence given by the Church-Wardens 
for every Bullfinch that is killed, which 1 
take to be the Reaſon of their Scarcity. In 
ſome Countries they call them Nopes, and 
in other Countries, Thick Bills; and in 
other Countries they call them Hoops. This 
take to be from their 0wn Notes, becauſe 
naturally they have a hooping ſort of a Note; 
at London we call them Bullfinches, by Rea- 
ſon they have a thick, black Head, and a 
ſtubbed ſhort Bill; the Cock has a very 
red Breaſt. | 219 33 


How to Feed them. "0 

OU may feed them and bring them 
up, the ſame Way as you do a Lin- 
net, only when they feed themſelves, give 
them more Canary-Seed than a Linnet. I 
zel generally give them the better half Canary- 
Seed, and the reſt Rape; and if you find 
them out of order, give them a little fine 
ut Hemp- Seed, and a little Saffron in their 
und Water; you may likewiſe give them a * 
Ine f | e 
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the Wood-Lark's Victuals, the ſame as yon 
do a Linnet. You may take them whenſhe 
about twelve or fourteen Days old; whenſ v 
you have kept them three, four or five Days 
or a Week, you may begin to Pipe, Whiſtle 
or Talk to them what you have a Mine 
they ſhould learn; they are Birds that tak 
it pretty ſoon. I know a Gentleman that 
Piped to one from a Fortnight old to fix 
Weeks, and then being obliged to leave hiſſe 
Bird and go into the Country, he ſtaid then 
for ſix Months, and when he came Hom 
again, his Bird whiſtled near three Parts d 
the Tune, notwithſtanding he had no Bod 
to Pipe or Fune to him in his Abſence. 


To know a Cock from a Hen. 


HERE are ſeveral Opinions, ſom 
| & fay by the Whiteneſs of their Rump 
others, by the Blueneſs of their Back, an 
others by a caſt of reddiſh Feathers unde 
the Wings. The beſt Way that I coulg; 
find, was to pull about half a Dozen Feaſhre 
thers off of their Breaſt when they are abo he 
three Weeks old; then in about ten office 
twelve Days after, you will perceive th M 
Feathers to come where you have pulled, . 
red as Blood, if a Cock, if a Hen, theWic 
will come of a paleiſh brown, tho' I hayſat 
known both to whiſtle and ſpeak, yet m. 
Cock is far more beautiful, and better fond 
Learning 
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earning. This Bird in my Opinion, is 
e beſt Bird for Learning, and keeping of 
when he has it, as we have in England. 


F 


— 


| . The Chaffinch. 

E is a very ſtout Bird, and very laviſh 
in his Song, but is like. other Birds, 
great deal different in his Song; the Eſſex 
e the beſt ; I have known brought ſome up 
ud fold for a Guinea and a half, and two 
Wuinea's a Bird; they commonly learn them 
Jong which is called Whitford Tune, and 
bopping Lim, they are commonly brought 
> under other Birds called, Sweet Song 
haſſinch. The wild Ones don't ſing above 
Wrce Months in the Year, but them that are 
Jrought up Neſtlings, or Branchers, will 
g fix or ſeven Months in the Year, but 
ey commonly Blind them; it you'll have 
Jem learn a Song, it is the beſt Way to 
ep them in a little Back Cage, and about 
ree Months old they generally Blind them. 
he nature of Blinding. them is thus, to 
ep them Dark, and when they have been 
Week in Darkneſs,. and find their Victu- 
|, Js. and Water very well, we either take the 
theWVier of the Cage, or a piece of Wier for 
hayat purpoſe, and put it in the Fire, till it is 
et Þmoſt red hot, and ſo take him in your Hand, 
r fond cloſe his Eyes up with it; put him ei- 
ing ther 
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ther in Darkneſs, or in ſome private Plad 
for if he finds the Air comes to his Ed 
| hell rub them open, and then he'II be gy 
for nothing; ſo tlie beſt Way is, to k. 
him in a cloſe Box, and to Cover him, 
that no Air comes to him for a Fortnight 
by this Time you'll find that his Eyes wih 
be ſcabb'd over, and almoſt well, in whi 
Time, if you find him to rub his Eyes, p 
him up again for two or three Days long. 
for if they rub their Eyes open, they x 
frightful to look at, and good for nothing 
It you have a Mind to bring them n 
from the Neſt, they breed almoſt in eye 
Hedge, and have young Ones at the begi 
ning of May; they breed twice or th 
Times in the Year, you may take the 
about ten or twelve Days old, and feed the 
as you do a Linnet : I need not be toot 
dious in Feeding of this Bird, becauſe t 
ſame Food that feeds the Linnet, feeds t 
Chaffinch : They are a very hardy Bin 
and if you would have them Branchers yq; pit 
muſt take them in June or July; you mafir 
take them at a watering Place, where the 
come to Water, or in a broad Lane, a 
may take them with Clap- Nets as you a 
Linnets. | | 
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lad 


»l 5 Gowis Cock from a bi 
F you have a Neſt, take the Bird that 


ell is the higheſt Colour, and the brighteſt 
„ White in his Wing, likewiſe the browneſt 
hl the Back; if you are curious to know 
Cock, as ſoon as they feed themſelves, 
Mi! five or fix Feathers off their Breaſts, 
if they be Cocks, in ten or twelve Days 
Mime, they'll come out red, if Hens they*ll 
Ine much the ſame Colour as they were 
fore ; likewiſe if you have Branchers, and 
ont know the Cocks from the Hens, you 
Way do the ſame, for all Cocks are of a 
rple Red on the Breaſt, and the Hens 
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The "Wa Bird. 


HICH: in ſeveral Countries is call'd 

| the Greenfinch or Green-Linnet, is. 
AY very ſtrong hardy Bird, and fitter for the 
yFYſpit than for Singing; he is a very fine 
maFird to ring the Bells 1 in the Cage : if you 
the@ring him up from the Neſt hel 1 | learn ei- 
ander to Whiſtle or Pipe, or ſing any Birds 
1 Gong ; you may feed him with the ſame 
ictuals as you do a' Linnet or. Chaffinch, 

nd if Sick, the fame Victuals that” cures a 
inner will cure him. You may catch him 
Pich Clap-Nets, as you do Linnets and other 
| Birds, 
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Birds, and is to be catch'd in great Quar 
titles, about We N in che com 2 
r ields. 1 
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The Aberdeyine. 
I is a very pretty merry Bird, a 
is much the . and Bigneſs of 
grey Canary - Bird, they don't breed in the 
Parts, nor can 1 give you any Accouiii: 
where they breed, but I believe they con 
from the North, being commonly catch” 
here in the Winter; they frequent here th 
Alder Trees by the River-fide, and are 
be catch'd as we do Linnets or Goldfindy 
they feed upon the ſame Seed as the Cha 
finches or Linnets, but they love the whit 
Seed; they are a merry Bird, and the G 
lour of a Canary-Bird, only the Cock has 
black Spot upon his Head, and a litt 
Black under his T broat. | 


i. _—_—_— ** 
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Hs is a very merry Bird, and f 
Ido be kept among Linnets, or Gold 
finches, or any other ſmall Birds; they a 
continually. Singing, and provoke others t 
fing ; you may feed them as you do Chat 
finches and Linnets, only they love the C 
1 This is a very pleaſing Bird 

and 
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ad is catch'd as you do Linnets or Chafe 


| nches. 
The Cock hath a red Spot juſt upon his 
zump, and the Hen hath none. 


10 


f A 


The Red - Pole. 


a 
. [*HIS is a pretty little Bird, the Cock 
| | hath a very red Breaſt, and a red 
; kad, he ſings a pretty Sort of chatter ing 
if ng, but in my Opinion, hardly worth 
ping. They are fed with the ſame Food 
Chaffinch or a Linnet. In my Opini- 
, there 1s none of the three laſt mention- 
Birds that breeds in England, for they 
me from the North againſt Winter, and 
turn back in the Spring: Some ſay they 
ed in France, and call them the French 
nnet, but I believe they breed in Scotland, 
thoſe North Parts, by Reaſon of their 
ming here againſt cold Weather. £ 
AVING now given an Account at 
large of the Nature, Songs, and Man- 
of Catching, Feeding, and Breeding of 
r Enzliþb BIRDS, I ſhall proceed to 
e you a brief Account how to order Fo- 
* gn Ones, according to the beſt of my 
1 owledge and Experience, which has beep 
>: near Forty Years. | . 
Bird e 
and P | ; 0 G4! The 
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The Canary-Bird. F 
' | 'HESE Birds we formerly had brous 


from the Canaries, and no where «8 

and is generally known by that Name, H 
we have Abundance of that Kind cob 
from Germany, ſo we call them by the Na 
of the Country German Birds, but I bel 
their firſt Original were brought from | 
Canary-Iſlands. The Birds brought fr 
the Canaries, are not fo much in Eſt: 
with us as formerly, for thoſe brought f 
Germany and France, far exceed then 
Handſomeneſs and Song, the German Bi 
having many fine Jerks and Notes of 
N ightingale andTi-Lark, which in its P. 
1 ſhall declare how they came to be 
Many Country People cannot diſtingi 
* a Canary-Bird from one of our com 
Green-Birds, but if they would diligenf 
obſerve how the Paſſage of his Th, 
heaves when he is Singing, they mi 
quickly diſtinguiſh him from any ot 
Bird, ler him be of any Manner of Col 
beſides, he is freer of Nature, and hat * 
longer Tail than moſt Birds of his Size IT. 
The Nature of the Canary-Bird is qpſt 
contrary to all others, for as other Birds ch 
ſubject to be Fat, they never are (I mfne 
dhe Cocks when in Song} for the great Mae 
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of the Bird, and his Iaviſh Singing, 
ll hardly ſuffer him to keep Fleſh upon 
Back. | 0 


ky to chuſe a Canary-Bird, and to know 
whether he hath a good Song, likew'ſe whe® 
ber 2 Cock or Hen. 


s to the Colour, I ſhall ſay leaſt, that 

depending entirely on the Fancy of 
fſe who buy them, only, for the Inſtruc- 
n of my Reader, I ſhall mention ſome of 


ite Terms us'd by Canary-Bird Fanciers, 
ik. French, fo called from the Breed of 
mine that a few Years ago were brought 
btn France, but ſince much improved in 
Colour by our Breeders at Home; the 
et Sort are of a beautiful bright Yellow, 


pangled with an Intermixture of jet black 
ots, having little or no white about them. 
e next is the mealy Bird, ſo called from 
2 mealy Kind of Colour which ſeems to 
„er all his Feathers, ſo that he has no 
er Colours perfect, being covered with 
t mealy Caſt, tho* often in Breeding they 
dw as fine a Feather to their young Ones 
the beſt. © | 2 . 

ze The next are your mottled Ones, being 
s OÞpſtly white, mottled here and there with 
rds ck or browniſh Spots; ſome are all White, 
[ mne all Vellow; ſome the Colour of Buff; 
t Mre of an aſh Colour, and fome grey; 
theſe 


2 — 


Nature as any ; but as I faid before, t 


fon who is to be the Buyer. 


A ſprightly Bird, and ſtrait, ſtanding wi 


or three Times from the Perch to the Ti 
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theſe laſt are the moſt contemptible for the, 
Colour, but yet are generally as good Ih 
ry 


RAC 


Choice of Colours only depends on the P 


To chuſe a Bird in Health. 
N the firſt Place, Let him be a yo 


Vigour, like a Sparrow- Hawk, not ſub 
to be fearful, but after flinging himſelf 5 


of the Cage, he will ſhake himſelf, andy 
dauntedly ſtrut, as if void of all Fear, a 
appear vigorous, fleek and ſtrait : Bu: 
obſerve this well, ſet the Bird at a conveai 
ent Diſtance from you, that this may ſſh; 
wholly be the Effects of Fear, for a bi 
that is a little Sick will do what is abo 
mentioned, and appear ſleek and trim a 
ing the Time of his Surpriſe, and while] 
ſtand too near his Cage, and by the Cl: 
of the Perſon Wwho would ſell a ſick Bin 
by this many, may be deceived, for by th 
flurting at the Cage with their Hand, a 
pointing at the Bird to ſhow the Beauty ht 
him, he will ſtand ſtrait, draw up his F 
thers ſleek, and appear as I have betoffir 
mentioned, and fo deceive the Buyer; Mp 
by hanging him up, or ſetting him at {ole 
iſtance from you, if he is not well; he » 
| p 
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leſently ſhew it, by crowching down, hang- 
| & his Wings, appearing all of a Heap, and 
8 7 rough in his Feathers, and putting his 
Pad under his Wing (all theſe are bad 
ns, and denote the Bird unhealthy), 
here is another Way to know if a Bird 
in Health, and that is by his Dung, 

en he is taken out of the Store · Cage, ob- 
Je well. if the Bottom of the Cage he is 
bein be clean; then take notice of the 

g, and the Manner of his dunging, for 
be bolts his Tail afterwards, like the 
jchtingale, it is a Sign he is not in per- 
Health, altho' he may ſing for the pre- 
t; but if he does not, and his Dung ap- 
thick, hard and round, being of a fine 
hite on the outſide, and darkiſh in the 
adle, and quickly dry, then it is a very 
od Sign, for a Seed- Bird ſeldom dungs 
d hard, unleſs he be very young. 
Now I will ſhew you the bad Symptoms 
this Bird's Dunging : Firſt of all, his 
ting his Tail like the Nightingale, as I 
ore obſerved : The next 1s, if he dung 
u, like Water, with no Thickening in it, 
it is a bad Sign: And laſt of all, if he 
$ Fe ng only a ſlimy Whiteneſs, with no black 
pefoſſit, it is a very dangerous Sign that Death 
'3 Japproaching, and that he will not conti- 
. long with you. | 

— ** 
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E ak, a Bird for Song. 


T's you hear him Sing before you by 
him, then you are ſure you have nf 

bought a Hen for a; Cock. As to 
Song, I count it good, when it is begy 
ſomething; like the Skie- Lark, then runnin 
an the Notes of the Nightingale, which 
he begins well, and holds it long, Both 
in my Mind can be Sweeter; but as f 
Fancies of Men are as different as either 
Colours or Songs of the Birds, fo their E 
and Ears are the beſt Judges for their . 
cies, yet I ſhall not fail to give my Opini 
and Judgment to thoſe who have not 
Experience in this delightful and innoa 
Amuſement. 

The next Obſervation 18, A Bird th 
begins with the Sweet of the Nightingal 
gradually four or five Times falling into. 
veral other ſwelling Notes of the abo 
mentioned Bird, and ending with the So 
of the Tit-Lark : I fay, a Bird. that ha 
a ſufficient Share of each of theſe B. 
Songs, is both harmonious, {prightly, 1 Ml 
very delightful to the Ear. ar 

Theſe Notes are diſtinguiſhed in tr 
Manner, viz. the Sweet Jug, followed bil 
Swelling Slur, with the Wacer-Bubble, 1 
then the ſprightly Song of the Tit-Lat 
chewing and Whisking Teveral Times i 
Breat 
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-ath ; a Bird that will go ſweetly thro? 
Song in this. Manner, without breaking 
may be ſaid to be a good Song-Bird. 
e Tem of Whisking and Chewing, are, 
near as we can expreſs his pretty Notes 
m our Words, what you will hear him 
Tre perfectly expreſs; in his own delightful: 
nguage, as well as the Sweet and Jug, 
ich almoſt every Body, knows are ſome 
the Night ingale's Notes. { ; 
Again, Some Fanciers are pleaſed 1 
mary-Bird only ſings the Song of the 
Lark, which is indeed very Pleaſant 
b delightful. 
Others only fancy that Bird which begins 
the Skie-Lark, and holds his Song all 
while in the ſame Manner, having long 
es and {weer, but I think not much Va- 
in it. 
Wome there be likewiſe, who like a Bird 
thata a loud laviſh Note, not at all re- 
ing either Variety or Length, ſo that 
- hafſlmakes but Noiſe enough in their Ears. 
Bir! theſe Inſtructions may not at firſt truly 
„ ality a Perſon, let this ſerve in general, 
at they chuſe what is moſt agreeable to 
ir own Ear, and that holds the Song the 
| bk: peſt, without breaking off ſhort, with- 
e, harſh ſcraping Notes, or diſagreeable 
Lat ning, which ſome Birds have at the 
1 Begin- 


real 
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Beginning and Middle of their Song, whi 
is very ungrateful to the Ear. 1 


To know a Cock from a Hen. 


HE firſt and moſt certain Meth 
is the Bird's Song, which is a nevi 
failing Argument if they hear him Sing; 
that he is a Cock, for the Hens never Siu 

altho* ſome have, by a Sort of Jabber 

Noiſe, which ſome do make better t 
others, deceived not only unskilled Perſa 
but thoſe who have thought themſeh 

leat Fanciers, as I ſnall hereafter g 

a pleaſant Inſtance. The Way then ad 
ſtinguiſn between the Cock's Song, and tif 
Hen's jabbering is, that the Cock, let hi 
ſing never ſo indifferent, almoſt every Tu 
he ſtrikes a Note, you may eaſily perce 
the Paſſage of his Throat to heave, witli 
pulſive Motion, ſwelling like a little P 
of Bellows all the Time he is warbling 
his pretty Notes, which never happens uh; 
Hen, for let her make what Noiſe ſhe wilf - 
and reſemble ſinging never fo well, M. 

| Motion is never obſerved in her Throat * 
N it is in the Cock's. 
| The next Obſervation is, the Largen 
Vigour, and majeſtick Carriage of 
Cock, which he generally ſhews if in Healtgy. 
by extending his Neck and Head, as if = 
wohin 
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d ould endeavour to be ſomething more 
han himſelf, like too many Mortals in the 
Vorld; and as the Cock is the longeſt and 
rgeſt Bird, ſo with this ſort of Carriage it 
nakes the Difference much greater, for the 
len is not only ſmaller and ſhorter every 
Mvay, eſpecially from the Legs to the Vent, 
Mich ſeems to come down from the Legs, 
nder the Belly, to the Vent, ſhorter, and 
nd as it were, of a more ſudden Round- 
eſs, which happens from her being by Na- 
re in that Part larger, for containing and 
aying her Eggs; whereas the Cock appears 
that Part more ſlim and longer, coming 
lown from his Legs to his.Vent gradually 
aper, ending in a ſmall Point under his 
ail. | 
Another Thing is to be obſerved, If you 
low the Cock and Hen, you may perceive 


Eis Vent appear longer than that of the 
1 5 and the Orifices not all together ſo 
> "Wide. 

* 


The next and laſt Obſervation is from 
e Colour above the Bill of the Cock, 
nich is a more bright Yellow, as likewiſe 
nder his Throat, and on the Pinion of the 
Ving; for let the Birds be of what Co- 
* \ Yours they will, they always have a little 
ca'q: cllow almoſt upon their Bills, and under 
il! heir Throats, and a ſtroke over tlie Eyes, 
Wovbich in the Cocks is a bright ſtrong Ye). 
| wh D | lav 
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low, but in the Hens it is more langyigh 
and pale. | 


The Story I promiſed to relate wh 
thus : - 


OR want of a due Obſervation of the 
_ above-mentioned Rules, one who count 
ed himſelf a compleat Judge, put two Hen 
together to breed, and would not be co 
vinced by all the Arguments which we 
uſed to perſwade him to the contrary, by 
ſome, who always made theſe Obſervation 
the proper Maxim of Diſtinct ion berwwnſſWn 
the Cock and Hen, till at laſt his ſappoſed 
Cock had laid more Eggs than his Sifter 
Hen, which made him acknowledge hue 
Obſtinacy, and own himſelf a Subject farfſo 
Laughter. 


Concerning the Canary-Birds when they bet 
gin tio Build, or thoſe you intend for Bretdiſ w 
1 . 4 

HE SE Birds breed four or fiveyc 
Times in a Year, and commonly layſſſth 

four, five, or ſix Eggs at a Time, I haveJor 
known ſeven, but that I think too many; in 
the moſt young Ones I ever did knowfaf 
brought up at a Time in one Neſt was fix, Ive 
they ſet. fourteen Days including the Daym 


you ſet them, they that are minded to reg R 
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ad not be diſappointed, let them breed 
ich Engliſh bred Birds; particularly thoſe 
of the French Kind which breed beſt of all, 
it your Birds be both Yellow match'd to- 
gether, they muſt be ſtout, otherwiſe they 
will breed very ſmall, but if your Cock or 
en be Yellow and ſmall, then match it with 
a large mealy one, which will ſtrengthen 
the breed, I would adviſe you not to match 
your Birds till the middle of March, and 
turn them up the latter End which is Time 
enough, let your Places be fitted up as is 
hereafter deſcribed ; In the firſt Place, You 
muſt have a convenient Cage, or elſe pre- 
pare a Room which will be convenient for 
that Purpoſe. If it be convenient, let ir 
be towards the Sun-riſing, becauſe the Birds 
love Warmneſs and the Sun-ſhine in the 
Room in the Morning, makes the Room 
warm all the Day. You may make an Out- 
let in the Window towards the Sun-riſing, 
where they may go out and have a little 
Air when they pleaſe. I would not adviſe 
you to overſtock the Room; ſome Rooms 
that are pretty large, you may turn in ten 
aveſor twelve Pair, according as your Room is 
ny in Bigneſs. You muſt make your Room 
owFafter this Manner, Throw red Sand or Gra- 
ſix, vel at the Bottom, and if you pleaſe, you 
Dayfmay ſet up a Tree in the Middle of the 
_ Room; you may likewiſe nail up Neſt- 
an 7 | : 
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Boxes and Back-Cages in every Corner of 
the Koom, for ſome of the Birds love tg 
breed pretty dark, and others pretty light ; 
you mult be ſure to put up as many more 
Boxes and Cages as you have Pairs, for they 
love to have Choice, and yet they are 
apt to go to Neſt again before the fir 
fly. If there is not Conveniency, they are 
apt to make their Neſt upon the young 
Ones. I have loſt a Neſt of two or three 
yourg Ones upon that very Account; when 
I went to look for Birds, I ſaw none but 
the Neſt made in the ſame Box, which made 
me wonder what was become of my Birds, 
and pulling out the Neſt, I found them all 
ſmothered under it; they will likewiſe build 
in the Tree which is in your Room, and if 
you do not tie it in ſeveral Places, the Neſt, 
the Eggs and young Ones will be apt to 
fall thro'. I have loſt many Birds after 
this Manner, but in my Opinion, any Man 
that breeds them for his Pleaſure, 1t 1s the 
beſt Way to breed them in a Cage made 
for that Purpoſe, which ought to be as large 
again as what we call Breeding-Cages, ſo 
that they may have Room to fly, for the 
more Room the better. You mult likewiſe 
have two Boxes to make their Neſt in, for 
as I told you before, they are apt to go to 
Neſt again, before the young Ones fly, and 
being two Boxes, the Hen will build . 
the 
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the other Box, and the Cock will feed the 
young Ones, + | 

[f you have a Mind to bring them up 
by Hand, feed them with the fame Food 
as you do Linnets, and take them away at 
twelve or fourteen Days old ; tor it you let 
them lie longer with the old Ones, they 
grow ſullen, and will not feed; but if you 
deſign to let the old Ones bring them up; 
jet them alone till the old Ones hatch again; 
as ſoon as they have young Ones, I would 
have you take the former away, or elſe they 
will ſpoil the young Ones by pulling them 
out of their Neſt, or pick ing them as they 


lie. I have loſt by this Means ſeveral Neſts 


of young Ones, but now I take them away, 
when I find them able enough to feed them- 


ſelves. When you take them away, you -| 


muſt make their Victuals very good, boi] 
an Egg hard, then take a little of the Yelk, 
likewiſe about as much of the beſt Bread, 
and allo a little ſcalded Rape-Seed, about 
a third Part of the Rape-Sced as there is 
Bread, When it is boiled ſoft, you may 
grind it in a Mill, if you have but few 
Birds, you may take a T rencher, and bruiſe 
it with a Blade of a Knife, and make it ve- 
ry fine, for the finer the better; you muſt 
likewiſe put a little Maw-Seed among. ir, 
and ſo mix it up altogether, and give them 
a Pan full of it every Day. Vou may like- 
D 3 | wiſe 
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wiſe give them a little ſcalded Rape- Sced, and 
a little Rape and Canary- Sced by itſelf. This 
is the Food that I feed young Canary. Birds 
with, that are brought up by the old Ones; 
I commonly feed them with this Food till 
they have moulted off ; take particular Care 
not to let the Rape-Sced be ſowre, for if it 
be, it gives them the Looſeneſs, and kill, 
them. You muſt likewiſe make your ſoft 
Victuals freſh every Day, or every other 
Day at fartheſt, for I give them freſh every 
16; 15 

Tie ae Thing is, what I ſhould have 
told you before, that is, how to feed them 
and Pair them when you firlt Pair them for 
Breeding. . I always put the Cock and Hen 
together in a ſmail Cage, ſo that they may 
be Paired before I turn them into the Room 
or Cage where I deſign for their Breeding, 
I feed them very well with ſoft Meat, that 
is, Egg, Bread, Maw-Sced, and a little 
ſcalded Rape-Sced, hardly a third Part of 


Egg, and fo mix it very well together, as 


I rold you before, only I do not boil it for 
the old Ones, as I do for the young Ones, 
but grate the Bread and the Egg with the 
Grater, ſo mix it very well together, and 
the Rape-Seed I boil as I told you before 
ſor the young Ones. I hardly put one Part 
of Rape-Sced'to the Quantity of Bread and 
Egg; before they have young Ones, give 
11727 | | them 
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them Groundſel with Seeds: on it, and af- 
hu terwards Chickweed with Seeds upon it, 
rag towards June give them ſome Shepherds 
Puſs, and in July and Auguſt Plantain, for 
i want of theſe Things you may ſupply them 
with a Cabbidge Lettice ; but this is not 
to be uſed for a Conſtancy, and be ſure you 
In don't fail of giving them treſh Greens and 
t ofe Victuals every Day when they have 
voung Ones (eſpecially in the Morning) for 
if they are neglected when young, twill be 


7 2 hard Matter to raiſe them. 

8 How to order them to make their Neſs. 

91 O make their Neſt, I give them Elk's- 
en - Hair and a little fine Hay; ſome 
y give them ſome fine Feathers, for my Part, 


I give them nothing bur a little fine Hay, 
and Elk's-Hair, for they will uſe the dry 
Chickweed, or any thing they find at the 
je Bottom of the Cage, which if they do, and 
afterwards line it with Hair, it will do as 
is | well as the beſt. 


Of the ſeveral Diſtempers incident to Canary- 
Birds, and how to Cure thein. 
d Anary-Birds, as well as other Laving 
8 Creatures, are ſubject to ſeveral Di- 
t ſtempers, altho' there be ſome of ſo good 
and happy a Conſtitution, that they may be 
e | ſaid to live out their Live- times without 
1 D 4. any 
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any Diſeaſes, and never droop till Age hazl ſon 
worn out Nature, which ſome have beenffto | 
known to live twenty-four Years. I hayeffoth 
ſeen ſome myſelf of twenty-two Years old, ſlwai 
but the Reader muſt imagine, ſuch long. Nvio 
Jiv'd Birds muſt not only be of a healthy 
Conſtitution, but have a careful Keeper, 
which is a great Argument, that Peopleſpre 
would never loſe ſo many Birds, were it not 
for want of proper Inſtructions, in which IP 
hope this Small Trat will be of Service. 

In the firſt place I ſhall take Notice of 
their Diſeaſes; then of the Remedies pro- 
per to be uſed. 

The firſt Malady which they are moſt 
incident to, is a Surfeit, from either their 
being fed by the old Ones, with too much ee 
Greens, or from their own over-gorging Wn: 
when they come to feed themſelves on the 
ſame Food; eſpecially that fort of Chick-Pir 
weed, which is very thick of Leaves, andre 
is very rank and moiſt, having too many pi 
broad Leaves and no Seeds; this fort of ne 
Chickweed is very pernicious both to old 
and young, but more eſpecially to the young Nh 
Ones, to whom it is very apt to give they! 
Diſtemper call'd the Surfeit, which cauſes Fi 
them to ſwell very much under their Bellies, Ne 
appearing as it were tranſparent, full of lit- In 
tle red Veins, all their little Bowels ſinking Pe 
down to the extream Parts of their Bodies, P. 

93 ſome- 
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aſometimes turning black; when it comes 
n to this, it is then very dangerbos; beſides 
Mother Remedies, they muſt be kept very 
warm: The ſame Diſtemper comes rt by 
violent Colds, but is more eaſy to cute if 
taken in Time, and is call'd a Swelling, in 
the firſt degree only white, which if not 
prevented turns to a red, and as inthe Sur- 
Kit, ſo in this; it laſt of all turns to a black 
Swelling, which is very hard to cure; there 
re few which ſurvive the laſt degree of this 
Piſtemper. Therefore it is beſt, at firſt, 
0 Ag tn its Progreſs, before it gets too 
Moulting is natural to all Birds, and 
ok chile it lte it may be counted dange- 
dos, unleſs proper Care be taken; for in- 
iced we may compare the firſt Mouleing to 
hat of Childrens breeding their Teeth and 
qually as hazardous and mortal to the 
k-Þirds, as to the Children, but ſome Scaſons 
nd re more favourable than others, that is 
ny hen moulting Time comes in very warm, 
of ind concludes with temperate Weather, 
dere is leſs Danger. You may diſcover 
ng hen they begin and are in Moult, (by: theſe 
he Þymptoms, they will appear rough, melan- 
ſes holy, and often fleeping in the Day, with 
heir Heads under their Wings 3: you will 
nd the Cage they are in ali:cavered;with + 
Down and ſmall Feathers, for the young 
es, Pnes al the firſt Year caſt their Down 
ne- D 5 | and 
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and ſmall Feathers, and the ſecond, their Nn, 
Tail and Wing Feathers; they ſometimes 
grow very ſiok by Means of a little Pimple Nit 
growing [OTHER Rumps, * the Pip on 
the Tail. 0 | 
The elt Way is to let it have its Courſe, 

and break itfelt, unleſs the Bird is bad in- I. 
deed, then he 'muſt have ſpeedy Relief, u. 
| ſhall be-mencian'd in its Place. | 
| They have dometimes yellow Scabs about he 
| their Heads, and ſometimes their Eyes; Nn 

when this. Diſtemper - ſpreads, nothing but 

Time: and cooling Food will carry it off. 


Several extraordinary Remedies for the Di- 
ſtempers before mentioned. 


Tier to little Purpoſe to know what 
Diſtempers Canary-Birds are troubled 
with, quarry how pou were acquainted with ſome 
Fhings'which might give them Eaſe. Dm 
The firſt ib the Surfeit, which you willhk; 
by blowing up the Feathers on the ig 

Belly, it will be ſwelFd, and if fo far gone, ua 
it wit be black. Give you your Bird at firſ r, 
a good Share of whole Oatmeal amongſt highi 
Seed; repeat this three or four Days, in or- 
der to cleanſe him; put at the ſame Time 
tome ILiquorice in his Water; but if you 
percerve-him-too laxative or looſe, inſtead 
of Oatmeal give him Maw- Seed and bruiſed 
Hemp-Seecd, becauſe theſe are aſtringent. You 
98 : may} 
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ay give him a little Groundſel and Saffron 
1 his Water, and boil'd Milk and Bread, 
ith Maw-Seed in it, is very good. 

This is an excellent Paſte for a Bird, ei- 

her under the Diſtemper call'd a Surfeit, 
r the common Swelling: Take a Pinch of 
illet-Seed, che ſame of Hemp, as alſo of 
aw, Rape and Canary ; let theſe juſt boil 
p, rince them in cold Water, to cool them; 

hen boil a new-laid Egg hard, bruiſe the 

hite and Yelk together, take about a 

narter of the Egg, making it very ſmall, 
at it to the Seeds, and add as much more 

ettuce-Seed as any one of the others. Give 

his to your fick Bird, it has had good Ef- 

&s on many. But you muſt obſerve, in 
e Morning early, before you give this 
ompoſition, to iet your Bird drink two or 
ree Times Water in which you have put 
me Treacle, which you may order thus; 
ile out your leaden Pot or Glaſs over 
tbeight, when your Bird is at Reſt, put the 
ne, nantity of two Peas of Treacle in his Wa- 
rr, but let his Water be clean from any 
bighing elfe, and when you have obſerv'd him 
orÞÞ drink two or three Times, take out the 
mefVater and Treacle, rince your Pot and put 
ou ſome clean Water; this do three or four 
eadMornings before you give him the above- 
* ent ioned Compoſition, 

ou 
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and ſmall Feathers, and the: ſecond, ; 1 
Tail and Wing Feathers; they ſometime 
grow yerylfiok by Means of a little Pimp 
growing on: their Rumps, * wed Pip On 
the Tail. + 
The Beſt Way is to let it 15 its Coorſt 
and break itſelf, unleſs the Bird is bad in 
deed; then he 'muſt have ſpeedy Relief, a 
ſhall be mention d in its Place. 
_. They havedometimes yellow Scabs abou 
| their Fleads;) and ſometimes their Eyes 
when this Diſtemper ſpreads, nothing by 
ee N Food will carry it off. 
Several extraordinary Remedies for the n 
: ſtempers:before=mentioned. * 
Pitetre to little Purpoſe to know whit 
Diſtempers Canary-Birds are troubla 
_ with, unleis you were acquainted with ſons 
Thidgs'whic might give them Eaſe. + 
) Phe firſt ik (the Surfeit, which you wil 
_ perceive by blowing up the Feathers on th 
| Bellypitwilt betyelFd, and if fo far gong 


it wit be black. Give you your Bird at fil 


- are of whole 2 amongſt hy 
Seed; reptat this three or four Days, in on 
der to cleanſe him; put at the ſame Tim 
ſome Ee ae i his Water; but if you 
peroeive him too laxative or looſe, inſtead 
ot Qatmealigive Rim lau- Seed and bruiſed 
_ Yee ng theſe are aſtringent. You 
may 
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ay give him a little Groundſel and Saffron 
his Water, and boil'd Milk and Bread, 
ich Maw-Seed in it, is very good. 

This is an excellent Paſte for a Bird, ei- 

er under the Diſtemper call'd a Surfeit, 
the common Swelling : Take a Pinch of 
illet-Seed, the ſame of Hemp, as alſo of 
aw, Rape and Canary; let theſe juſt boil 
, rince them in cold Water, to cool them; 
hen boil a new-laid Egg hard, bruiſe the 

kite and Yelk together, take about a 

narter of the Egg, making it very ſmall, 
t it to the Seeds, and add as much more 

ettuce-Seed as any one of the others. Give 

is to your fick Bird, it has had good Ef- 

&s on many. But you muſt obſerve, in 
e Morning early, before you give this 
ompoſition, to iet your Bird drink two or 
ree Times Water in which you have put 
me Treacle, which you may order thus; 
ke out your leaden Pot or Glaſs over 
ght, when your Bird is at Reſt, put the 
nantity of two Peas of Treacle in his Wa- 
fr, but let his Water be clean from any 
ing elfe, and when you have obſerv'd. him 
drink two or three Times, take out the 
ater and Freacle, rince your Pot and put 
ſome clean Water; this do three or four 
lornings before you give him the above- 
entioned Compoſition. | 
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How to order them when in Moult. his 
ARMT H and good nouriſhinfifo 

Food are their greateſt Friends Wand 

this Diſtemper, for that Reaſon let yg 


e 
Birds either be where the Sun ſhines vemy 
ſtrong on them; or if it does not, let yo out 
Place or Cage be kept very warm durin 
the whole Time of their Moult; let the e- 
be where no Wind can come on them, fun 
the leaſt Cold may chance to kill them. Lilo 
them have as many nouriſhing Things Wil 
you can, as Naples Bisket, Bread and Eg ch 
and ſome Saffron in their Water, bruilWn 
Hemp-Seed, Lertuce-Seed and Maw-SeeMou 
If the Weather is very hot, during tiflG 
Time of their Moult, change ſometim an 
the Saffron- Water for other, in which ſte S 
a ſmall Piece of Liquorice, and give the 
Plantain and Lettuce-Sced. together; y ot 
muſt not give theſe laſt Things if the Went 
ther be very cold. The Reaſon ſo majſſſas 
ny Things are preſcrib'd is, that ſick Biro n 
as well as ſick Men, ought to be humour L 
with what pleaſes them, which often provegiflcc 
the beſt Phyſick ; if your Bird ſhould H 
very bad, let him have Naples Bisket ſteep ar 
in White-Wine, and force a ſmall Droſfo 
down their Throats, finely temper'd in yo 

Mouth; this laſt muſt not be us'd, unleſſin 


his Caſe be dangerous. When your oy 
hh | Bir 


(8% ] * 1 
pird is troubled with the little Pimple on 

his Rump, called the Pip, and you, obſerve 
okens of Sickneſs in him, when it is ripe 
Id full of Matter, take the Point of a fine 
eedle, and let out the Matter with as 
uch Gentleneſs as you can; ſqueeſe it all 
er; after take a Bit of Sugar moiſten'd in 
our Mouth, and put it on the Sore, will 
e eal it. There is a Diſtemper that ſome- 
times comes on their. Heads, a yellow kind 
f Scurf, - which ſometimes ſwells, and is 
Il of Matter, cover'd with little Scabs; 
this muſt be ſuppled with Oil of Sweet Al- 
monds, ſweet Lard, freſh Butter, as it n 
out of the Churn, without Salt or Ca 


and adminiſter the ſame Food, as Lettuce- 
Need, Sc. As I have in ſome Places pre- 
Wirib'd cooling or cleanſing Things, and in 
others what is warm, dry and nouriſhing, I 


maſWas to what is cooling, as Chickweed, but be 


ed Rape - Seed, and put a ſmall quantity of 


roof Stick Liquorice. 


nv | beiory 


A 
. or 
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WGreaſe 3 anoint it with any of theſe Things, | 


think it not amiſs to explain myſelf, firſt, 


not over laviſh in this, give Plantain and 
Lettuce, or either of theſe, and ſome ſcald- 


WAwhole Oatmeal. in their common hard Seeds, 
and for their Drink, Water with a ſmall Bit 


All theſe are fine cooling Things, but- | 
leſſ muſt only be given in proper Seaſons, that 
Is, when the Spring is pretty forward, juſt 
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© before. Bteeding- Time, or in extream hot 
Weather, but don't continue theſe aboys 
two or three Days, leaſt you make then 
ſcower too much, hien if they do, draw} 
fome of their Tail-Feathers, put Saffron i in 
their Water, Maw-Seed in — Tin Pan 
turning the Drawer, you put the Vicual t 
in upfide- down, covering all the Top if 
che Drawer with nothing bat bruiſed 
Hemp-Seed, This is a fovereign Remedy 
for a Looſeneſs, tho ſome will give thed 
a Head of Groundſel. 
As to What is ni: the Nouriſhing 
Food, and Drying, Naples Bisket alone 
or mixt with hard Egg. 
Bruiſed Hemp- Seed, Millet. Seeds, May. 
Seeds, Bread and Eggs, and Rape-Seed, 
mixt together, the Rape Seed being cal. 
ded to mix the better with the Bread and if 
in the ſame Manner as J have direct. 
ed ſeveral Times before. While the cold MF" 
Winter Seaſon laſts, let them have ſuffi- 
cient of theſe warm and nouriſhing Things; sf 
and now and then a little Saffron in their | 
Water. l 
There are ſome that make uſe of ſeveral Þ* 


ll T hings not here mentioned, which is mote e 


the Effects of Fancy than good Judgment; 
and by ſuch Sort of Practices over- do the 
| Buſineſs, by killing their Birds with what 
is not . Porper r them, which makes out 


an 
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am confident from theſe Directions, the 
ſe will be different, by reaſon I have 
ntioned nothing but what I have well 


1 ſpoils the Broth. ._ 


a | rienced, : and I know. to be uſeful; and 
by theſe Directions young Fanciers may 
y be ſucceſsful, which may ſtill encreate 
ie Numbers of curious Perforis, who for 
ma of Inſtructions; have been fearful to 


nture on this ſo innocent and delightful 
ecreation,' which I do think, by means 


nture to keep and manage any ſort of 
irds herein mentioned. ; but if they find 
y Difficulty, or any thing that may ap- 
ar to be obſcure, throughout the whole, 
if any thing may ſeem wanting'to the 
atisfaction of my Readers, I do promiſe 
any Perſon that will give thenifelves the” 
14 Wrouble to come to my Houſe, mentioned 
f. the Title Page, to give them all the Sa- 
$; faction or Inſtructions J am capable to do 
eir y Word of Mouth: I promiſe this for the 
alue I have for all ſuch, who like myſelf, 
ral ke Pleaſure in ſuch pretty, innocent, har» 
re onious, and delightful little Creatures. 


” 0 


The 


old Engliſh Proverb, That 400 much Ca. 


this Small Tra, they may without fear ic 


win 
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S commonly called a Virginia Nightine 
gale, they are very plenty in Virginia; 
they ſing a, very pretty Song, and ſome. 
thing like our Eugliſb Nightingale, bu 
not ſo well; they are very beautiful Bird 
and of a pretty large Size, and almoſt y 
big as a ſmall Thruſh; they are of a ven 
fine Red upon their Breaſt, and have a re 
Tail, and a very fine large Topping upon 
their Heads, they are all over of a reddiſh 
Colour; they catch them in Virginia, in 
the Snow, with a Snare, as we do Lak 
here ia England; they ſweep, the Snow u 
way, and bait the j og with Virginie 
Wheat, or the Chaff of it, as we do with 
Chaff or Oats for Larks in England; when 
they take them, they commonly feed them 
with Virginia Wheat. When we have 
them in England, we feed them with Hemp 
and . Canary-Seed ; if you can break them 
off the Hemp, and feed them on Canary, 
it is the beſt. I keep them in a large Cage, 
and give them a little Wood-Lark's MeatW 7 
in the Pan, and now and then a little ol, 
our Nightingale's Food, eſpecially in the: 
time of Moulting; or if they ſhould be 
ſick, I give them a Spider or a Meal. 
Worm, 1 9 
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The Cock is of a very beautiful Colour, 
1 the Hen more pale. The Hen ſings 
er than the Cock, but not ſo loud nor fo 
ng, I have known ſeveral attempted to 
ed them here in England, and not bred 
any tO Perfection. 


| flatter «myſelf, that very few will call 
Judgment in queſtion, when they con- 
fer that I have been a Dealer in Birds for 
orty Years paſt, and ſo continue. There- 
re as I ſaid before, I ſhall be ready and 
ling to make amends for whatſoever 
ay ſeem wanting here, to all Perſons that 
11! be pleaſed to come to my Houſe, as 
oreſaid, where there is never wanting a 
ficient, Number of thoſe charming Cho- 
ſters of the Grove, to delight all thoſe 
1 oy pleaſed with their harmonious 
luſick. 
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N. B. The Author Sells all the Sorts of 
rds mentioned in this BOOK, as well 
all Manner of Seeds, and other Provi- 
ns, for every Sort of Bird: Likewiſe 
Hair, and all other convenient Things 
oper for Breeding Canary- Birds. 1 | 
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